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MaZDa CONNECT ™ 

When inventor Martin Cooper made the world’s created. Never have you, your smartphone and 
first mobile phone call on the streets of New York City your car been so in sync. 

in 1973, connectivity took a mighty leap forward. 


The available multi-function 
By cutting the phone cord, Cooper empowered ix Commander control on 


the center console is where 


r : ‘ : sees = man and machine come 
mankind to communicate with virtually limitless ( ¢ seamlessly together. 
\ 


freedom and mobility. * 


The available MAZDA CONNECT™* system keeps you 
connected to Facebook, Twitter, Yelp and all your 
favorite Internet and HD Radio channels. While intuitive, 


well-placed controls and voice-activated commands 


for phone, navigation and music keep you focused 
See everything on an available easy-to-read full-color 7-inch on enjoying the exhilarating drive. Welcome to 
touch-screen display. 
a new level of connectivity that will change the way 
Now Mazda has made another giant leap for you think about cars. The all-new Mazda3 makes 
connectivity. The all-new Mazda3 is the most everything possible. What do you drive? 


technologically advanced Mazda we've ever 
=a 
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THE ALL-NEW MaZDaZ = 
WITH UP TO AN EPA-ESTIMATED 47 HWY MPG; STA _ 7 S16,945' 


“Don't drive while distracted. Even with voice commands, only use MAZDA CONNECT™/ other devices when safe. Some features may be locked out while the vehicle 
is in gear. Not all features are compatible with all phones. Message and data rates may apply. tBased on EPA estimates for 2014 Mazda3 i 4-Door models with 
2.0L engine and automatic transmission 30 city/41 highway MPG. Mazda3s Grand Touring 4-Door model shown with 2.5L engine and Technology Package. EPA-estimated 
28 city/39 highway MPG. Actual results will vary. $Starting at $16,945 MSRP plus $795 destination (Alaska $840) for Mazda3 / SV 4-Door with manual transmission. 
Mazda3 s Grand Touring 4-Door model shown, $26,295 MSRP plus $795 destination (Alaska $840). MSRP excludes taxes, title and license fees. Actual dealer price 
will vary. See dealer for complete details. 
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Philip Seymour Hoffman 
photographed by 
Brigitte Lacombe 

in 2008 


© cover Philip Seymour Hoffman 
1967-2014 This one hurts. Philip 
Seymour Hoffman was one of our 
greatest actors, a man dedicated to 
bringing depth and dignity to even 

the most profoundly unglamorous of 
characters. EW mourns his death—and 
celebrates his life. By OWEN GLEIBERMAN 
PLUS Director Brett Ratner pays 
tribute, the actor’s 10 best onscreen 
performances, and more. 
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THE 
BULLSEYE 


© B.J. Novak The actor-writer- 
director-producer is now branching 
out with a smart, quirky short-story 
collection, One More Thing. 

BY DAN SNIERSON 


© Three Rounds With The 
Americans Matthew Rhys and 

Keri Russell play the consummate 
spies on the addictive FX drama. But 
even they can be broken...with beer 
and tacos. BY TIM STACK 


Photograph by BEN WATTS 


QUANTRELL COLBERT 
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| Kevin Hart, is the 
latest success for the 
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DAFT PUNK 


Random Access Memories 
WINNER OF 5 GRAMMY’ AWARDS 
including ALBUM OF THE YEAR and 
RECORD OF THE YEAR “Get Lucky” 


@ COLUMBIA 


THE LEGO MOVIE: COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 
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MUST LIST 


Emmet (center, voiced, by 
Chris Pratt) and pals dfe 


out to save the brick-basSéd ] | WATCH FIND SHOW 
world in The LEGO Movie » TRAILER ) TIMES 


-_ams 


THE LEGO MOVIE The inventive animated toy 


tale follows an average mini-man (voiced by Chris 
Pratt) who joins the ranks of Batman and Wonder 
Woman. It’s a clever comedy with all the building 

blocks of a crowd-pleasing hit. (Rated PG) 


Illustration by GLUEKIT 


WADJDA: TOBIAS KOWNATZKI 
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2. If you prefer that your head-spinning 
action be more earthbound, now’s your first chance to catch 
the Oscar-nominated smash at home. All those breathtaking 
thrills...with slightly less space sickness. (Rated PG-13) 


F Oy) 
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= 

4, The Saudi Arabian gem 

(directed, notably, by a woman, Haifaa Al Mansour) about a 


Converse-wearing girl who desperately wants a green bicycle 
is as charming as it is gently revolutionary. (Rated PG) 


Bibliophiles will 
devour this gor- 
geous literary 
memoir by the 
New Yorker 
staffer, who 
has charted her 
life via George 
Eliot’s classic 
novel. You don’t 
need to read 
Middlemarch to 
appreciate it— 
any ardent 
attachment to 
a book will do. 


A ev VU, 


MY LIFE IN 
MIDDLEMARCH 


REBECCA 


ALL IS LOST: DANIEL DAZA; WORKAHOLICS: ADAM NEWACHECK/COMEDY CENTRAL; CIBO MATTO: SEAN LENNON 


MUST LIST 


ALLIS LOST, 


DVD and 
download 
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EPISODES 
6. The dudely telemarketing drones of this slacker 
workplace comedy have already given us exploding fish, hilariously 


awkward office sex, and, er, something in a box. The best part? Sea- 
son 4 has only just started. (Comedy Central, Wednesdays, 10 p.m.) 


9 iisum 


7. The trip-hop Japanese 
expats best known for singing about food have reemerged witha 
beguiling concept album (featuring Reggie Watts!) about ghosts 
who may or may not be haunting a hotel. 


JACK IRISH: DEAD POINT: RLJ ENTERTAINMENT/ACORN; CHURCH: JOHN PEETS 


> WATCH 
EPISODES 


Guy Pearce reprises his role as the 
pub-frequenting private dick in the third 
Aussie TV movie adapted from Peter 
Temple’s crime novels. The result is a story 
of drugs, blackmail, and horse racing that’s 
as handsome and earthy as its lead 
character—with a bonus supporting turn 
from a frockless Barry Humphries, a.k.a. 
Dame Edna. (Streaming on acorn.tv) 


Lippman Equal 
parts love story, 
tragedy, and 
murder mystery, 
Lippman’s latest 
thriller delivers 
both twists and 
emotional depth 
with its tale of a 
philandering 
schemer whose 
longtime mistress 
turns up dead ee 
years after he a 
skipped town. ‘ 


10. T! 


He may be 
country’s best 
bad boy, but he’s 
never been as 
good as he is 
on his fourth 
studio album. 
The Outsiders 
has everything 
inside, from 
arena-size 

rock to soulful 
ballads—and, of 
course, some 
jukebox-ready 
honky-tonk 
boot stompers. 


Every vel 


collection of si 


He will grow out of his 

clothes, 

his allergies, 

four nicknames, 

five girlfriends, 

two internships. 

But he will never grow out of the way 
he hiccups when he laughs hard. 


He’s going places. 
And we’re working to help make sure 
he gets there, safely. 
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ROBO-POP! HOW DAFT PUNK is 
CAME TO RULE MUSIC, TAP HERE eo 


No Faults in 
These Stars 


Author John Green talks about 
the poignantly perfect new trailer 
for the adaptation of The Fault in 
Our Stars. BY SARA VILKOMERSON 


Ye 


Augustus (Ansel Elgort) 

and Hazel (Shailene Woodley) 
on a Dutch-themed outing 

in The Fault in Our Stars 


Passionate fans of John Green’s 
best-selling novel The Fault in 
Our Stars got their first glimpse 
at the big-screen adaptation 
starring Shailene Woodley and 
Ansel Elgort when the trailer 
debuted on Jan. 29. Swooning 
ensued: The clip quickly became 
the leading trend on Twitter and 
Facebook, as well as the most 


DAFT PUNK: CHAD BATKA/THE NEW YORK TIMES/REDUX; THE FAULT IN OUR STARS: JAMES BRIDGES 


JAMES BRIDGES 
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watched and shared trailer on 
YouTube with a whopping 8.7 
million views and counting. (The 
novel also regained the No. 1 spot 
on the New York Times young- 
adult best-seller list.) “The 
outpouring of support for the 
book has been so overwhelming, 
but this? This takes it to a whole 
new level,” Green tells EW. 

If you’re one of the few who 
aren’t yet familiar with the love 
song of Hazel (Woodley) and 
Augustus (Elgort), The Fault in 
Our Stars tells the story of two 
teenagers who meet in a cancer 
support group and fall in love. 
(The movie, directed by Stuck in 
Love’s Josh Boone, hits theaters 
June 6.) But as any devoted 
reader will tell you, no mere plot 
summary can convey the story’s 
depth, poignancy, and humor. 
“It’s difficult to say to people, 
‘Go see this movie that’s about 
sick kids—you’re going to have 
a really good time,’” Green says. 
“But you are. I think the answer 
is to make something that, even 
when it’s sad, is not depressing. 
The great thing about the trailer 
is that you emerge from watch- 
ing it feeling invigorated and 
encouraged.” Indeed, the clip is 
one of those wondrous pieces of 
promotion that manage to leave 
major plot points unspoiled while 
still hinting at key moments. 


(Dinner in Amsterdam! Egging 
a car! First kiss!) 

Green, 36, who was a regular 
presence on the Pittsburgh and 
Amsterdam sets last year, 
hadn’t seen any footage until he 
watched the trailer about a 
month ago. “I couldn’t even let 
myself feel anything other than 
anxiety till that last frame,” he 
says. “Then it was like, Yeaaah! 
It was everything I wanted it to 
be.” He has since seen the full 
film and says he is equally 
pleased. But for the next few 
months, audiences will have to 
make do with watching the 
trailer on infinite repeat—not 
unlike one of the film’s stars. On 
the day of the clip’s release 
Elgort tweeted, “watching the 
trailer for the millionth time 
today. yes im just like you.” 


Augustus, Isaac 
(Nat Wolff), 
and Hazel get 
some revenge 
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One of the more asinine questions 
transfixing the entertainment media 
these days runs as follows: Dylan 
Farrow just penned a devastating 
essay about her alleged molestation 
at the hands of her father, Woody 
Allen, when she was 7 years old. Will 
the essay, you know, hurt Cate 
Blanchett'’s Oscar chances? The 
question is just meaningless chatter 
from journalists who've had no new 
evidence to gnaw on in 21 years. But 
more than that, it’s a reminder that 
the whole conflagration is almost too 
painful to look at square in the eye. 
In one corner, we have a daughter 
releasing an extraordinary howl of 
anguish and outrage and calling the 
director's associates out by name: 
“What if it had been your child, Cate 
Blanchett?... You knew me when | 
was a little girl, Diane Keaton. 
Have you forgotten me?” It would 
be inhuman not to support someone 
brave enough to come forward 
like that, partly so that victims of 
abuse aren't driven deeper into 
silence because they've just seen 
their worst nightmare played out: 
getting called a liar. 


The Woody 
Scandal Reignites 


Dylan Farrow’s open letter in The New York Times about her father’s alleged 
sexual abuse hasreawakened a tragic family drama. How can wemake sense of 
aconflict with somuch pain and so few answers? BY JEFF GILES 


Allen 


Yet in the other corner, we have 
Woody Allen, who was investigated 
but never charged. The lead doctor 
on the investigative team said this at 
the time: “We had two hypotheses: 
one, that these statements were 
made by an emotionally disturbed 
child and then became fixed in her 
mind. And the other hypothesis was 


Cate Blanchett 
and Woody 
Allen on the set 
of Blue Jasmine 


JESSICA MIGLIO 
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that she was coached or influenced 
by her mother.” 

Dylan and Mia Farrow have their 
own hypotheses: that the investiga- 
tors were cowed by Allen’s celebrity. 
But what are we to do with the fact 
that Allen was never found guilty of 
anything? Does it really need saying 
that he should be presumed innocent— 
even if you believe the Soon-Yi Previn 
stuff was all kinds of perverse? 

Lacking any verifiable knowledge of 
what happened 21 years ago, we should 
all borrow aline from Sony Pictures 
Classics’ blandly careful statement: 
“This is a very complicated situation 
and a tragedy for everyone involved.” 
By the way, Blanchett wil/ win Best 
Actress for Blue Jasmine, because her 
work merits it—and Allen will likely 
boycott the ceremony as usual. (It’s 
hard to ostracize a misanthrope.) Still, 


Allen holding 
daughter Dylan 
and Mia Farrow 


Dylan Farrow spoke loudly, and there’s 
no doubt that she believes every 


word. Allen’s team has now launched a holding son 
PR push, with his lawyer appearing on Satchel (who 
now goes by 


the Today show and calling Dylan a 
“pawn” of her mother. And so the 
scandal spins forward with no justice 
for anyone and no end in sight. 


Ronan) in 1988 


THE INDUSTRY REACTION 
Woody Allen’s new Jazz Age comedy 
Magic in the Moonlight, starring Marcia 
Gay Harden and Emma Stone (left), 
along with Colin Firth, will be released 
later this year. Allen is now casting his 
next film—his 45th—looking, according 
to one source, for both a male anda 
female lead. Whether the controversy 
will hinder his ability to hire the actors 
he wants remains to be seen. Says 
one top agent, “Because he is the one 
director actors will work for, for noth- 
ing, without reading the script, | think 
the only way they won't sign on is if 
their reps tell them their reputations 
will be tarnished.” —NICOLE SPERLING 


ALLEN AND THE FARROWS: BRIAN HAMILL/GETTY IMAGES; MAGIC IN THE MOONLIGHT: PERDIDO PRODUCTIONS/ALBUM/NEWSCOM 
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experience, with less glare and reflection. Since the G Flex also contours to 
your face, conversations come across clear and sharp 
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LGusa.com/GFlex 


12014 LG Electronics U. ts reserved. LG and Bifes Goo gistered ty 
I G U other trademarks are the properties of thelmrespective o1 
*The flexi his product is limited This phonémay be bent flat up to 180 Gigkees for alimited period oF 
pile 


Life's Good time only DOM ward d design may vary by carrie 


5 of 10 


NEWS@NOTES: 


POWER PLAYER 


No Joke, 
Kevin Hart 
Has Hit 
the A List 


The frenetic funnyman 

is now one of Hollywood’s 
most bankable stars. 

BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


ETHAN MILLER/GETTY IMAGES 


When Ride Along drove into theaters 
last month and rode off with a 
record-breaking $48.1 million over 
the long Martin Luther King Day 
weekend, the Kevin Hart-Ice Cube 
comedy was branded a “surprise 
success.” (As of press time, it had 
raked in $92.7 million.) Also a sur- 
prise? The $32.2 million Hart made 
last July with his theatrical release 
Let Me Explain, which went on to 
become the fourth-highest-grossing 
stand-up concert film ever. And 
would you like to take a guess how 
the $91.5 million earned by the 2012 
Hart-starring gender-role comedy 
Think Like a Man was character- 
ized? I'll give you a hint: It starts 
with an “s” and ends with “urprise.” 
The high-energy comedian is fast 
proving that he has what it takes to 


BET NETWORKS 
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fill seats, and with two more films 
still to go this year—the charm- 
ing romantic remake About 
Last Night hitting theaters on 
Valentine’s Day and Think Like a 
Man Too this summer—it looks 
like he’s right on the cusp of bona 
fide megastardom. But the one 
person who isn’t surprised by 
any of this is Kevin Hart. 

“T’m just happy to be finally 
getting my just due,” says the 
Philadelphia-born comedian, 34, 
who also had a supporting role 
in last December’s Grudge Match, 


\ 


starring Robert De Niro and 
Sylvester Stallone. “You’re look- 
ing at 17-plus years in the enter- 
tainment business. I’ve put the 
work in.” Hart’s words may 
strike you as typical Hollywood 
hubris, but in reality it’s less 
actorly braggadocio and more 
the matter-of-fact declaration of 
a CFO reading a bullish quarterly 
earnings report. If there’s one 
thing you learn talking to Hart, 
it’s that he is a businessman 
above all else. He has a detailed 
10-year plan and throws around 


(From left) Hart, 
Boris Kodjoe, 
Nelly, and JB 

Smoove on Real 
Husbands of 

Hollywood 


HART: LAYNE MURDOCH/NBAE VIA GETTY IMAGES; RIDE ALONG: QUANTRELL COLBERT 
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the word “brand” more often 
than a cattle rancher. Even his 
collaborators adopt a similar 
style of corporatese when speak- 
ing about him, such as when the 
comedian’s long-standing pro- 
ducer and close friend Will Packer 
calls him “a great content- 
generator.” Over the years, he 
has gone from small parts in 
peripheral comedies to leading 
roles, hitting a particularly 
important milestone in 2012 
when he got the gig as host of 
the MTV Video Music Awards 
on the recommendation of long- 
time champion Judd Apatow, who 
years earlier had cast him on the 
sitcom Undeclared. And Hart 
claims each step of the way was 
mapped out from the start (even 
if they occasionally turned out to 
be missteps, like his starring role 
in the 2004 bomb Soul Plane). 


“ve learned it’s not just about 
talent, it’s about positioning 
yourself as a business as well,” 
he says. It’s hard to think of 
another actor more involved in 
directly managing his image. 
Hart uses social media relent- 
lessly in order to reach out to 
fans, alerting his nearly 10 million 
Twitter followers to anything he 
may be involved with and using 
Facebook, Instagram, and Vine 
to promote, cross-promote, and 
cross-cross-promote his many 
projects. (For example, on Feb. 14, 
when About Last Night is released, 
he’s slated to play—and undoubt- 
edly shill—in his third consecu- 
tive NBA All-Star Celebrity 
Game on ESPN.) “He’s a studio’s 
[fantasy], in terms of marketing,” 
says Ride Along and Think Like a 
Man director Tim Story. “He just 
eats and breathes this stuff.” Hart 


(From left) Hart at 
the NBA All-Star 
Weekend last year; 
with Ice Cube in 
Ride Along 


ABOUT LAST NIGHT: MATT KENNEDY 
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organizes surprise appearances 
and free-popcorn giveaways on 
opening weekends, and he even 
plays trailers for his upcoming 
films during stand-up tours— 
anything that might galvanize 
his fans. “When you think ofa lot 
of actors and actresses, they’re 
not involved with their fan base, 
not like I am,” he says. “Nobody 
can promote me like me.” 

As a fast-talking comedian 
with successful stand-up films 
and a buddy-cop movie under his 
belt, Eddie Murphy is an easy 
comparison point, but Hart 
points to Chris Rock as his career 
exemplar. “He’s been a mentor,” 
says Hart, who has a cameo in 
Rock’s upcoming directorial 
project Finally Famous. “Chris is 
a large part of the reason why I 
started to tour internationally. 


He said, ‘Kevin, don’t just tour 
here, tour everywhere.” In an 
episode of Hart’s BET reality- 
show parody Real Husbands of 
Hollywood, a guest-starring 
Rock joked that Hart wasn’t 
actually famous, just “black 
famous.” The fact that Hart’s 
films predominantly do well with 
audiences of color may be one 
reason their success is so often 
framed as a fluke by an industry 
that has consistently underesti- 
mated that portion of the movie- 
going populace. For his part, 
Hart says he’s always looking for 
ways to extend his reach and hit 
every possible demographic. 
“My goal is to make everyone 
and anyone a Kevin Hart fan,” 
he says. “Expect me to continue 
what I’ve been doing, which is 
trying to take over the world.” 


With Regina Hall 
in the rom-com 
About Last Night 
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Amazon pilot, 


TEST PILOTS The After 


X-Files 
Guru on His 


(Sort of) 
TV Return 


One day, the world had to learn how 
to navigate a brave new landscape. 


That could be a synopsis for The (Among the other nine also debuting: 
After, an upcoming drama pilot from Bosch, starring Titus Welliver as 
Amazon Studios created by The the LAPD detective from Michael 
X-Files mastermind Chris Carter. Connelly’s crime novels, and Roman 
But it could also describe what's Coppola, Jason Schwartzman, and 


happening with TV, as companies like | Alex Timbers’ philharmonic comedy 
Amazon and Netflix push viewers to Mozart in the Jungle.) Last year, 


think outside the cable box. Amazon ordered full seasons of the 
The After follows eight strangers politico sitcom Alpha House, starring 

who are brought together after an John Goodman, and the Silicon s 
unexplained event shuts down all Valley-set comedy Betas. ; ——_ 
electrical power. The ensemble Amazon has attracted some big pS Vigo 

; A . 2 ‘ arter 4 
(including Jamie Kennedy and names, and Carter is an especially \ 7 
Adrian Pasdar) eventually discovers _ intriguing one considering that he ‘ 
the cause may have been less than created one of the most groundbreak- 


earthly. “You can use words like ing series of all time and could likely 
apocalyptic or dystopian,” Carter, 56, land a deal at a traditional network if 
tells EW. “I don’t think they would be he chose to. “Everything about the 
perfectly applied here. What happened Amazon partnership is interesting to 
is amystery, and it’s one of the reasons me,” he says. “Technology and viewer 
to watch.” The show is available start- | appetites are leading us away from 
ing Feb. 7 as part of Amazon's second —_ what we typically think of as tele- 

pilot season where users get to decide __ vision, and | want to be there when it 
which shows ultimately get picked up. | happens.” —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


a 
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BY JESSICA SHAW. Carlton 2 A AGO Coven Y Charmed 


THE AFTER: AMAZON STUDIOS; CARTER: MICHAEL TULLBERG/GETTY IMAGES; CARLTON GEBBIA: CHELSEA LAUREN/WIREIMAGE.COM; 
AMERICAN HORROR STORY: COVEN: MICHELE K. SHORT/FX; CHARMED: ANDREW MACPHERSON/THE WB 
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In new interview, J.K. Rowling says that Hermione should 
have married Harry Potter instead of Ron Sighed Ron: 
“What the @#%!, J.K.? Having Harry score with my sister 


wasn’t enough?” 


Kiss bassist Gene Simmons 
to play himself on CS/ next 
month Let's just say it’s the 
most horrifying use of black 
light on a tongue, ever. 
Oprah pulls plug on 
60th-birthday party after 
guest list gets too large 
When you opened the 
cancellation e-card, it blared: 
“You don’t get an invite!!! 
You don't get an invite!!! You 
don’t get an invite!!! Nobody 
gets an invite!!!” 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


Back to the Future musical 
planned for London’s West 
End in 2015 with Robert 
Zemeckis and co-writer Bob 
Gale as producers Back in 
LA, a harried Doc Brown 
jumps out of a DeLorean 
and says, “Get in the car!” 
Zemeckis and Gale say, 
“What? Does our musical 
suck?” Doc says, “Oh, no, 

no, no, your musical turns 
out fine. It’s Spider-Man! 
Something’s gotta be done 
about Turn Off the Dark 2!” 


Miley spanks 
Madonna and 
twerks on 
horse in MTV 
Unplugged special 
A Miley mix-and- 
match game: Pick 
an action (puts tongue on, 
rides naked on, twerks on) 
and a direct object (teddy 
bear, foam finger, Robin 
Thicke), then discuss your 
feelings (amusement, 
sadness, fear, other). 
Scott Bakula to star on NCIS 
New Orleans spin-off Well, 
just lost my CBS spin-off pool. 
(Had Emilio Estevez/Atlanta 
against Don Johnson/ 
Houston in the finals.) 
Justin Bieber charged with 
assault for alleged attack on 
Toronto limo driver The 
driver reportedly received 
four punches from Bieber and 
a lot of s--- from his friends. 
Thirty-three years after 
forming, Motley Criie 
announce plans for final tour 
in 2014 Fans kinda had a 
feeling retirement was 
coming, as the last tour’s set 
list contained such songs as 
“Kickstart My Heart Monitor” 
and “Shout at the ae 
Mailman.” 
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HOW 
DAFT PUNK 
GOT LUCKY 


For years, the French 
dance mavericks were 
cult figures. But as 
Grammy night proved, 
the pop mainstream 
has been listening— 
and learning. —ray RAHMAN 


POP CULTURE NARRATIVES have 
taught us that when the robots 
finally begin to rise, humankind 
can be counted on to defeat 
them. Man trumps machine, 
they told us. People prevail. 
They were wrong. At the 56th 
Annual Grammy Awards on 
Jan. 26, the French robo-duo 
Daft Punk seized the night’s top 
prizes—Album and Record of 
the Year, for Random Access 
Memories and “Get Lucky,” 
respectively—beating out such 
exemplary Homo sapiens as 
Taylor Swift and Bruno Mars. 
It was a momentous win on 
many levels. Electronic music 
has steadily gained currency in 
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the mainstream over the past 
several years, and RAM solidified 
that trend by being the first pure 
dance album to win the award 
(though the Saturday Night Fever 
soundtrack, which claimed it in 
1979, could be considered a pro- 
totype). That it took two 
helmet-clad French outsiders 
named Thomas Bangalter and 
Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo 
to do it is even more remarkable. 
To some onlookers, the duo’s 
journey from cult concern to 
Grammy glory may seem unlikely. 
But in fact, it’s been a long time 
coming—not just for Daft Punk 
but for the genre as a whole. 

“We’ve been making music 
for 20 years, and we were just 
trying to make better music 
this time,” Bangalter told EW 
last year. “We've focused in the 
past on trying to make the 
music of the future, and here, 
it’s actually maybe much more 
focused on the present.” 

The thing is, the mainstream 
present sounds a lot like their 
past. Thanks to their hugely 
influential Homework (1997) and 
Discovery (2001), Bangalter and 
de Homem-Christo are credited 
with defining modern electronic 
music and influencing an entire 
generation with their harder- 
better-faster-stronger sound. 
“They’re pioneers,” says Zedd, 


the 24-year-old who won this 
year’s Best Dance Recording 
Grammy for “Clarity.” “The song 
‘One More Time’ is a main reason 
we're even having this conver- 
sation right now. Without that 
song and Discovery, I would have 
probably never started produc- 
ing electronic music.” British DJ 
Duke Dumont, also nominated 
for the prize Zedd took home, con- 
curs: “They’re absolute legends 
in dance music. They’re a hall-of- 
fame-type act.” 

Given that so many current 
acts were working off their blue- 
print, Daft Punk knew it was 
time to move in a different direc- 
tion for RAM. As Bangalter 
explained, they were looking to 
make “the music we wanted 
to listen to right now, the music 
we would not find when we 
turned on the radio.” That meant 
trading in the synthesizers and 
samplers for a warm vintage 


Next-gen Daft 
Punk acolyte and 
dance-music star 
Zedd performing 

in 2013 
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sound made organically from 
painstakingly recorded live 
instruments and a massive 
roster of guests that includes 
performer-producer Pharrell 
Williams, Chic mastermind 
Nile Rodgers, disco legend Gior- 
gio Moroder, and more recent 
indie-rock idols like the Strokes’ 
Julian Casablancas and Animal 
Collective’s Panda Bear. 
Interestingly, Daft’s new 
technique happened to sync up 
with two of music’s hottest 
trends: the handcrafted, back- 
to-basics aesthetic (see: 
Mumford & Sons, the Lum- 
ineers) and the European 
electronic/dance revival (Cal- 
vin Harris, David Guetta). Call 
it artisanal disco—and what 
could be better suited to the 
Instagram age than that? 
“With ‘Get Lucky, it is not 
about reinventing the wheel 
or trying to come up 
with something ulti- 
mately new, [but] 
rather just having a 
good time,” Bangal- 
ter said. “There’s 
something very 
simple about that.” 
And because they 
were recording it 
live, Pharrell told 
EW, “we would do 
a bunch of takes. 


The guys wanted to make sure 
that they had everything they 
needed; they’re good like that.” 
Moroder was also impressed 
with their meticulous nature: “I 
went to the studio in Paris and 
recorded two, three hours of 
talk. They were mostly just lis- 
tening—this was a couple of 
years ago. Then they played it 
back to me last March, and I was 
really surprised, and a little bit 
emotional.” The songwriter Paul 
Williams, who also figures prom- 
inently on the album and spoke 
for the robots at the Grammy 
podium, was similarly taken 
aback by RAM’s scope: “The 
first track, I’m transported back 
to the ’70s, but then later on in 
the album they take you off into 
the future. It’s like parallel 
universes.” 

In other words, Daft Punk are 
growing up—and bringing the 
electronic community with 
them. “[RAM] has inspired 

a lot of young producers 
to think outside the box,” 
says Zedd. Adds Dumont: 

“There’s been a journey 
to come to this al- 
bum. A lot of peo- 

ple are like, ‘Oh, it 
doesn’t sound 
like Daft Punk.’ 
But if you listen, it 
makes sense.” 


“Lucky” guy Pharrell Williams 
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The Album of 
the Year saw a 
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the week after 
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Her Best New 
Artist win 
boosted her 
breakout 
album 200%. 
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(From left) Lena Dunham, Frankie J. Alvarez, Jonathan Groff, and Murray Bartlett 


For Gays, TV Is 
Looking Good 


I LOVE GIRLS BECAUSE it’s smart and funny, but even more I always 
look forward to the online tizzy that greets every episode. On so 
many forums, someone will start things off by saying, “Lena 
Dunham is a female Woody Allen who intimately dissects the 
tropes of our cultural morass,” and then someone else will reply, 
“I hate Lena Dunham! Her show is about spoiled rich white girls 
who only think about finding a boyfriend and getting a check from 
Mommy and Daddy!” 

Then somebody else will tearfully wail that “when I found out 
that the pictures of Lena Dunham in Vogue had been Photo- 
shopped, I felt betrayed and lost, and my therapist had to double 
my Cymbalta prescription.” I thought that Lena looked great in 
her Vogue shoot, and I’m always tickled when she pops up on 
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Daisy, adopted as part of the PEDIGREE” Feeding Project. 
Facebook.com/Pedigree 


The Man Who Made 
Folk Music Matter 


For more than 70 years, Pete Seeger led the charge 
of a fingerpicking revolution that hummed from 
the farm to the White House. sy kve anperson 
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Calling Pete Seeger a legend 
almost undersells his legacy. 
When the folk icon and lifelong 
activist passed away at age 94 on 
Jan. 27, effusive tributes poured 
in. Again and again, they reiter- 
ated his roles as a living avatar of 
the last century—he served in 
World War II, fought for civil 
rights and nuclear disarmament, 
and performed at President 
Obama’s 2009 inauguration— 
and as a musical godfather to 
everyone from Bob Dylan to 
Mumford & Sons. To fully under- 
stand the man that he was, 
though, one needs to look at not 
just his artistry but his integrity. 

Take this story: Seeger had 
found moderate success with 
the Weavers, a band at the 
forefront of the postwar folk 
revival, when he was accused 
of being a Communist and 
summoned to testify in front 
of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities in 1955. 
“T resent very much and very 
deeply the implication of being 
called before this committee 
that in some way because my 
opinions may be different from 
yours...that I am any less of an 
American than anybody else,” 
he told the panel—though he 
did offer to sing for them. He 
was found in contempt and 


blacklisted; his association with 
Communism had already made 
it difficult to book gigs, but when 
the opportunity came to make 
money by lending the Weavers’ 
music to an advertisement for 
cigarettes, Seeger walked away 
rather than sell out. “He could 
have taken a much more com- 
fortable path,” says Bill Nowlin, 
the cofounder of Rounder 
Records, a leading champion of 
folk-music preservation. “He 
would have had numerous 
options available to him.... But 
I’m impressed with how he lived 
his life. He was steady. He was 
constant.” 

That was Seeger in a nutshell: 
an uncompromising crusader 


Seeger (center) 
with the Weavers, 
circa 1948 
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who spent his entire life putting 
the music and the message 
above all else. Even in his later 
years, when most artists spend 
their time in reflection, Seeger 
maintained his perpetual 
frenzy. “Whenever I fret about 
something I think I’m supposed 
to be doing, I think, ‘What would 
Pete do?’” says Ani DiFranco, 
who captured one of Seeger’s 
final recordings on her 2012 
album, éWhich Side Are You On? 
“Because he wouldn’t care about 
any of that. The career is an 
afterthought—it’s an accident. 
In his old age he was still focus- 
ing on making the world a better 
place, and not ‘the legacy of 
Pete Seeger.” 

That outlook only helped to 
grow his legend, especially 
among the new wave of folk- 
inspired performers who owe 
the roots of their art to Seeger. 
“More than anybody else I can 
think of, he’s responsible for the 
preservation of American folk 
songs,” says Old Crow Medicine 
Show frontman Ketch Secor, 
one of the many artists carrying 
Seeger’s revivalist torch. Indeed, 
the Weavers almost single- 
handedly rescued “Goodnight 
Irene,” “On Top of Old Smoky,” 
and other traditional tunes. 
“Before Pete Seeger, there was 


Seeger 
in 1955 


nobody scholarly with a banjo,” 
Secor says. “He put the banjo 
in our hands.” Songs Seeger 
penned—including “If I Had a 
Hammer (Hammer Song)” and 
“Turn! Turn! Turn!”—would 
inspire countless covers, but 
perhaps his greatest triumph 
was putting the protest singer 
at the forefront of the struggle 
for social equality. (He played a 
key role, for example, in making 
the gospel spiritual “We Shall 
Overcome” an anthem for the 
civil rights movement.) “He 
was a great teacher of the 
activist spirit—that you don’t 
even fight to win, let alone for 
your own glory,” says DiFranco. 
“You fight because it is a joyous 
thing to do.” 


Secor concurs: “It’s like 


Johnny Appleseed, you know? 
He would go out there and plant. 
The American folk song is richer 
because of what Pete gave.” 


“He was a 
great teacher 
of the activist 

spirit—that 
you don’t 
even fight to 
win, let alone 
for your own 
glory. You 
fight because 
itis ajoyous 
thing to do.” 


—ANI DiFRANCO 
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Maximilian Schell 
in 1961's Judgment 
at Nuremberg 


DEATHS 

Maximilian Schell, 
the actor and refugee 
from Nazi Germany 
who won an Oscar for 
his role in 1961's Judg- 
ment at Nuremberg, 
died on Feb. 1in 
Innsbruck, Austria, 
after a sudden illness. 
He was 83... Former 
president of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 
Tom Sherak died on 


Tom , 
Sherak 


Jan. 28 at age 68 

in Calabasas, Calif, 
after a battle with 
prostate cancer... 
Producer-director 
Arthur Rankin Jr., 
best known for creat- 
ing the Christmas 
specials Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer 
and Frosty the Snow- 
man, died on Jan. 30 in 
Harrington Sound, 
Bermuda, at age 89. 


DEALS 

We might learn what 
Jesse Eisenberg looks 
like without his signa- 
ture moptop. The 
30-year-old Social Net- 
work star has signed 
on to play Superman's 
archnemesis Lex 


Luthor in the follow- 
up to 2013's Man of 
Steel. Henry Cavill 
will reprise his role as 
Superman, and Ben 
Affleck will play Bat- 
man... Like so many of 
his former Friends, 
David Schwimmer, 
47, is returning to TV. 
He's on board to 
produce and star ina 
pilot for ABC called 
Irreversible, a single- 
camera comedy based 
on the Israeli series 
Bilti Hafich. 


BABIES 

Say hello to anew 
Bonus Jonas! Kevin 
Jonas, 26, and his wife, 
Danielle (who both 
starred on E''s reality 


4. 


Vicon 


show Married to 
Jonas), welcomed baby 
Alena Rose on Feb. 2... 
Owen Wilson, 45, and 
Caroline Lindqvist, a 
personal trainer, had a 
son on Jan. 30. The 
actor also has a 
3-year-old son, Robert 
Ford, with his ex-girl- 
friend Jade Duell... 
Couldn't he name one 
child Dawson? How 
about Joey? Former 
Dawson's Creek star 
James Van Der Beek, 
36, and wife Kimberly 
welcomed their third 
child, Annabel, on Jan. 
25... lt was recently 
reported that Hugh 
Grant, 53, had a son 
with Swedish TV pro- 
ducer Anna Elisabet 
Eberstein in 2012. He 
also has two children 
with Tinglan Hong, 
including another son 
born in 2012. 
—Stephan Lee with 
additional reporting 
by Maya Stanton 
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1967-2014 
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This one hurts. 
Philip Seymour Hoffman 
was one of our 
greatest actors, 

a man dedicated to bringing 
depth and dignity to 
even the most 
profoundly unglamorous 
of characters. 

EW mourns his death— 
and celebrates 
his life. 


By OWEN GLEIBERMAN 
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Seymour 


Hoffman 


was a great force of an actor, an artist who 
poured so much of himself into his performances 
that when I heard about his death, I felt like 
had lost a member of my family. He was an actor 
you ended up caring deeply about because of his 
fearlessness, his gruff twinkle of reality, his utter 


lack of baloney, and—no small 
instrument for an actor to pos- 
sess—the wily fascination of 
his mind. You always got the 
feeling that his characters were 
so interesting because he was 
interesting, and he saw and 
understood, as part of his pro- 
cess, their hidden depths. 

It turns out that the Oscar- 
winning actor had hidden depths 
of his own. He had gone into 
rehab for drug abuse at 22, 
shortly after graduating from 


New York University. He stayed 
sober for more than two decades 
but relapsed two years ago with 
prescription drugs and heroin. 
Hoffman completed a 10-day 
stint in rehab last May. His strug- 
gle with addiction continued, 
however. On Feb. 2, the 46-year- 
old actor died of an apparent 
overdose, his body discovered in 
the bathroom of his Greenwich 
Village apartment with a hypo- 
dermic needle in his arm and 
reportedly at least 50 bags of 
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PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 
1967-2014 


heroin and five prescription 
drugs nearby. He left behind 
three children—son Cooper, 
10, and daughters Tallulah, 7, 
and Willa, 5—with costume 
designer Mimi O’Donnell. 
Hoffman, born to a judge 
mother and a Xerox-executive 
father in Fairport, NY., didn’t 
look like other actors. There 
was the pale, often scraggly 
moon face set off by a shock of 
straw-blond hair that might 
have been stolen off Paul 
Williams. The insinuating cut 
of his lips. The squinty, sly-dog 
stare. The Gym? What’s a gym? 
physique that he wore almost 
proudly, like a doughy chassis 
of normality. And he didn’t 
sound like other actors. The 
voice was somewhere between 
a scratch and a growl, with 
just a hint of honey. It wasn’t 
a relaxed voice, though it 
sometimes spoke with an 
exaggerated, almost pent- 
up calm. It was addled and 
animated, with a melodic 
intensity, never more so than 
when he lowered it, making it 
soft with private anxiety or 
delight, so that you wanted to 
lean in close to catch every 
glimmer of imputation. 
Hoffman may not have been 
a physically beautiful actor, 
but he was something more 
elusive and commanding. He 


was handsomely ordinary, 
almost distinctively undistinc- 
tive, which is why, from the 
start, he was drawn to playing 
deeply unglamorous and even 
desperate men. In Boogie 
Nights (1997), he burst onto 
the screen as the sweetly inse- 
cure boom-mic operator, his 
gut poking out of his ’70s tank 
tops, who memorably con- 
fesses his crush on Mark 
Wahlberg’s Dirk Diggler. Hoff- 
man’s reaction when he’s 
rebuffed (he gets behind the 
wheel of his car and starts say- 
ing, “I’m a f---in’ idiot” over and 
over and over again, barking 


4 of 11> 


- A " Atthe 2006 


_ Academy 
Awards 


EW DIGITAL 
EXCLUSIVE 


WATCH EW’S INTERVIEW 
WITH HOFFMAN 
AT SUNDANCE 2014 


PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 


out the words through angry 
tears) held up a mirror to 
something that most actors, 
even great ones, don’t have the 
daring to reveal: the scrappy, 
private pain of an utterly 
overlookable person. There 
was beauty in the way that 
Hoffman exposed that pain. 


The next year, he shored up 
his courage as an actor— 
raised the bar on it, in 
fact—with his heroically com- 
mitted performance in Todd 
Solondz’s Happiness as a path- 
ological wallflower who finds 
sexual release by making 
obscene phone calls. It was 
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peach le Nights Flawless 
In his breakout (1999) 
role, he played a 
closeted boom-mic 
operator with a 
serious crush on 
Mark Wahlberg’s 


porn star. 


The Talented 
Mr. Ripley (1999) 


Almost Famous 
(2000) 


Owning Mahowny 
(2003) 


Capote 
(o00)->) 


Before the Devil Knows 
You're Dead (2007) 


Doubt 


The Master 
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PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 
1967-2014 


the kind of character the 
movies generally treat as a 
joke or with undisguised 
contempt, but Hoffman found 
the humanity in this seem- 
ingly irredeemable “perv.” 
That humanity is all that he 
saw...in everyone he played. 

Just when it looked like he 
might be cornering the mar- 
ket on timid, badly dressed 
sad sacks, Hoffman began to 
demonstrate that he was 
every bit as good at portray- 
ing men of confidence and 
raw power. He did the same 
thing for them that he did for 
dweebs, nailing them from the 
inside out. I first noticed his 
gift for making untroubled 
characters as mesmerizing as 
those who were defined by 
their troubles in The Talented 
Mr. Ripley (1999), where he 
showed up as Freddie Miles, 
the rich-kid playboy who 
treats life like a giant cham- 
pagne bath; Hoffman made 
you feel the nearly tactile joy 
of Freddie’s all-American 
blustery decadence. 

From that point on, he was 
off and running, giving superb 
performances in so many dif- 
ferent kinds of roles that 
whatever tendency you might 
have had to typecast him was 
blown away by the prodigious 
imagination of his talent. In 
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AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH, PHILIP SEYMOUR 
HOFFMAN HAD MANY MOVIE AND TV PROJECTS 
IN VARIOUS STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING 
THE LAST TWO HUNGER GAMES FILMS. 

WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM NOW? 


The'Hunger 
Games: 
Catching Fire 


WHEN PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN died on Feb. 2, the 
actor still had one week left of shooting on the second half 
of The Hunger Games: Mockingjay—Part 1 and Part 2, in 
which he played Head Gamekeeper/revolutionary Plutarch 
Heavensbee. The films’ studio, Lionsgate, declined to com- 
ment, but a source close to the production says his death will 
not affect the release date of either film. 

Just weeks ago, Hoffman had attended the Sundance 
Film Festival to promote two completed films: director John 
Slattery’s God’s Pocket and Anton Corbijn’s thriller A Most 
Wanted Man. Both will be released later this year. Hoffman 
had also recently finished shooting a Showtime pilot, Happyish. 

In addition, Hoffman was in the early stages of funding his 
second film as a director, the period drama Ezekiel Moss. 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Amy Adams had signed on to star, but 
the movie's future is now up in the air. “This is a project he 
had put a lot into over a long period of time,” says producer 
Anthony Bregman. “He loved it.” —NICOLE SPERLING 
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Almost Famous (2000), he 
played the rock critic Lester 
Bangs as an inspiring, fly-in- 
the-ointment rascal who 
warns the young hero that the 
corporations are going to turn 
rock & roll into “an industry of 
cool.” Hoffman let you taste 
the heady charge of that cyni- 
cism by melding it with his 
own purist spirit as an actor. 
He knew all too well what 
corporations ask artists to do. 

Maybe that’s why, even after 
he’d become a celebrated 
actor, Hoffman never stopped 
doing tiny movies by unknown 
filmmakers who allowed him 
to break new ground. A ter- 
rific example is the little-seen 
gem Owning Mahowny (2003). 
Playing a dour assistant bank 
manager who is also a closet 
blackjack addict (and a secret 
embezzler), Hoffman showed 
you the furtive sweat beads of 
nervousness as well as the 
gambler’s high that drives 


him. Even Hoffman’s chumps 
always hummed with a buzz- 
ing interior energy. They’re 
hungry for more than they 
have, and that, in a way, is the 
Hoffman mystique, the obses- 
sional fervor he granted to 
losers and winners alike. 

It may seem obvious to say 
that his crowning achieve- 
ment was Capote (2005), for 
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which he won the Academy 
Award for Best Actor, but to 
me it truly was. He didn’t just 
capture Truman Capote as a 
walking piece of theater who 
used his airy mannerisms and 
Elmer Fudd-meets-Blanche 
DuBois voice to distract you, 
to fool you. For the first 
time, Hoffman portrayed an 
immensely powerful man in 
dweeh’s clothing, and so he was 
able to assemble the twin 
dynamics of his acting—the 
impulse to hide and the impulse 
to reveal—into a single extraor- 
dinary portrait of the artist as 
master manipulator. He made 
you feel like you knew, inti- 
mately, Capote’s every brilliant, 
haunted thought and feeling. 
Conversely, his perfor- 
mance as the enigmatic 
postwar cult leader in Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s The 
Master (2012) has the hypnotic 
quality of something mon- 
strously opaque in its evil. The 
mystery of his Lancaster Dodd 
is that he literally is making it 
allup as he goes along, because 
his only real interest is in con- 
trolling people. Hoffman, who 
earned his fourth and final 
Oscar nomination for the role, 
played Dodd as the most qui- 
etly unassuming of fascists. 
When I first heard about 
the lurid circumstances of 
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“HE wasnt 
AFRAID” 


DIRECTOR BRETT RATNER ATTENDED FILM SCHOOL 
WITH HOFFMAN, AND LATER HIRED HIM FOR A 
PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE 2002 THRILLER RED DRAGON. 
HERE, RATNER REFLECTS ON THE MAN HE KNEW 
AND THE ACTOR WHOSE COMPLEXITY AND RANGE 
ELEVATED EVERY ROLE HE PLAYED. 


(Eromieft) Hoffman, 
Harvey Keitel, and Edward 
Norton in Red Dragon 


PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN and! went to NYU film 
school together. There was buzz about certain people there, 
and Philip was the one to watch, even back then. Later, the 
role of his that really did it for me was Scotty J. in Boogie 
Nights. Every actor wants to be Mark Wahlberg's character, 
the guy with the big package. They want to be the cool guy. 
But Philip was okay with being the weak guy. The subtlety in 
his acting, his emotional depth, made audiences fall for his 
characters. He wasn’t afraid to show the vulnerability and 
pain that was in Philip as a man. That's incredibly cool to me. 


0516) 8 


PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 
1967-2014 


Hoffman’s death, I thought: 
My God, it sounds like a Philip 
Seymour Hoffman character. 
And in fact he did play a clan- 
destine heroin user in Sidney 
Lumet’s last film, Before the 
Devil Knows You’re Dead 
(2007). It’s a thriller, woven 
into a family psychodrama 
worthy of Tennessee Williams, 


about two close but warring 
brothers, played by Hoffman 
and Ethan Hawke, who are 
each so hard up for money 
that they decide to knock off 
their aging parents’ hole- 
in-the-mall jewelry store. 
Hoffman, all testy and defen- 
sive smarm, plays an already 
lost soul who begins to lose 
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SHOCK and AWE: 


HOLLYWOOD REACTS 


HOFFMAN'S SUDDEN DEATH SHOOK THE FILM INDUSTRY AND LEFT MANY 
OF THOSE CLOSEST TO HIM SHATTERED AND UNABLE TO SPEAK PUBLICLY. 
STILL, DESPITE THEIR GRIEF, A NUMBER OF HIS FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES CAME 
FORWARD TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ACTOR AS BOTH AN ARTIST AND A MAN. 


TAP.EACH 


NICOLE MARK JULIANNE ANTON JUDE 
KIDMAN WAHLBERG MOORE CORBIJN LAW 
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everything else he has, and the 
character periodically visits a 
posh heroin den in a midtown 
Manhattan high-rise. Once 
again, he brings a dimension 
to this sort of action that 
you rarely see: He shows you, 
vividly, the despair of the 
addict—the despair that gets 
bathed, thanks to the drug, in 
temporary ecstasy. And it’s 
hard to watch those scenes 
now without trying to imagine 
the demons that may have 
been driving Hoffman himself. 

The actor’s career appeared 
to be thriving. His role as 
Plutarch Heavensbee in last 
year’s The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire and its upcom- 
ing sequels only reaffirmed 
the juicy and effortlessly selec- 
tive way that he had chosen to 
work in Hollywood block- 
busters, beginning with his 
tasty turn as the villain in 
Mission: Impossible III (2006). 
And he continued to work pas- 
sionately, as both an actor and 
a director, in the theater— 
earning a Tony nomination for 
each of his three trips to 
Broadway. I got to see him on 
stage once, in the 2003 Broad- 
way revival of Eugene O’Neill’s 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night, 
and I can testify that Hoffman's 
performance as Jamie Tyrone, 
the alcoholic eldest son in a 
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EW DIGITAL EXCLUSIVE 


the night PHILIP 
SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 
CHANGED my LIFE 


EW SENIOR WRITER ANTHONY BREZNICAN 
SHARES HOW A PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH 
THE OSCAR-WINNING ACTOR INSPIRED HIS 
THINKING AND HIS CHOICES. BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


“school in 2013 


PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN was not an easy interview. 
He could be brusque or uninterested. He was not the kind of 
star who tries to bond with journalists. But a few years ago 
| caught a glimpse of who Hoffman was not as an actor but 
as aman, and a bit of advice he gave me changed my life. 

At the Sundance Film Festival in 2007, my wife, Jill, and 
| were invited to a dinner for Tamara Jenkins’ drama The 
Savages, starring Hoffman and Laura Linney. We were seated 
across from Hoffman, and had been warned that he was not 
the schmoozing type and probably wouldn't stay long. 


SCROLL 
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At last month’s 
Sundance 
Film Festival 


family of rattling closet skele- 
tons, had a frantic, trembling 
anger that was palpable. 

Such fierce performances 
could take a toll on Hoffman. 
“He lived these roles in a way 
that most actors don’t,” says 
Robert Falls, who directed 
Hoffman in Long Day’s Jour- 
ney. “Most actors are able to 
pack it up and leave once the 
lights come down. And Phil 
couldn’t do that. He demanded 
of himself an almost inhuman 
level of truth-telling.” 

If that quality of his some- 
how played a part in his death, 
that is deeply tragic. But really, 


who can ever know someone 
else’s demons? Part of the mir- 
acle of Hoffman’s acting is that 
it laid bare the things that 
make people tick, in a way that 
art can show you and that life 
seldom does. What I’ll cherish 
about Hoffman is the way that 
his commitment to the truth 
of his characters, the way that 
he infused them with every 
aspect of his love and pain 
until they infused us as well, 
created a human reality on 
screen that you couldn’t shake, 
couldn’t deny, and could never, 
ever forget. m (Additional 
reporting by Marc Snetiker) 


Photograph by CHRISTOPHER BEYER 


OUT OF THE OFFICE 
NTO...EVERY THING 


The actor-writer-director-producer 
now branching out with a smart, quirky short- aa 
collection, One More Thing. 


JENNIFER ROCHOLL/RETNA LTD. 
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“Let’s see exactly where | would go.” B.J. Novak is running a 

finger along the shelves at the Last Bookstore as he attempts to 
locate the future home of his first book. “Colum McCann...Cormac 
McCarthy..Jay Mclnerney...lots of Irish writers, | guess...Steve 
Martin...Murakami...wow, I’m in a good section...Joyce Carol Oates— 
we've gone too far! If you hit Joyce Carol Oates, you've gone too far.” 


The eclectic indie store is Novak’s 
favorite place to browse for books in L.A., 
and one of the places he staged a reading 
while his own short stories were still in 
the teething stage. “This isn’t the best 
bookstore to find what you're looking for,” 
he notes. “But what’s looking for you, you 
find at the Last Bookstore.... This is the 
glamour of the accidental discovery.” 

He may soon be one himself. Best known 
as the writer-producer for The Office who 
played slippery temp-turned-salesman 
Ryan (and who previously served as 
Ashton Kutcher’s prankster-in-crime on 
Punk’d), the 34-year-old multihyphenate 
transformed years of his jotted-down 
ideas for Hollywood projects into One 
More Thing, an impressive collection of 
short stories that reverberates with off- 
kilter imagination, pop cult whimsy, and 
stealthy intimacy. An enthusiastic New 
York Times review made inevitable com- 
parisons to the aforementioned Martin 
and a couple of guys in the S’s (Sedaris, 
Saunders), but these tales are decidedly 
Novakian. “A good friend read my book 
and she said, ‘I love your book more than 
you,’” he says. “That was the highest com- 
pliment that I could get, that this book is 
warmer than me. It’s a side that I’ve had 
trouble showing. I certainly couldn’t show 


it as my character on The Office very 
much. This is the first thing I’ve ever done 
that is really, really me. It’s so me that I 
don’t think J could live up to it.” 

One More Thing is vast in scope and 
voice, whether chronicling a woman’s 
overly detailed “Missed Connections” ad 
on Craigslist or To Catch a Predator host 
Chris Hansen’s dilemma about attending 
a Justin Bieber concert with his daughter. 
What themes did Novak set out to explore? 
None. Which ones seeped in subcon- 
sciously? “Fate. The limit and limitless- 
ness of greatness. Transcendence. The 
mundane,” he rattles off. (He shifts from 
quipster to scholar mode at will.) “When 
Iwasa kid, I was always wanting to be the 
greatest at whatever I was doing, and 
thinking there was some ultimate level to 
get to—the man behind the curtain run- 
ning all American 
culture. If I could 
only get to the other 
side, I’d see it all.” 

Novak’s father 
edited The Big Book 
of Jewish Humor and 
ghostwrote autobi- 
ographies for Nancy 
Reagan and Magic 
Johnson. He himself 


ONE mee THe 


STOB\ES Am omheR STORIES 


BT Novax, 


(eznowan 


won a national writing contest in elemen- 
tary school with an essay about why he 
loved to read. But growing up in Newton, 
Mass., he never dreamed of a literary 
career. “I was like, Who wants to do the 
boring old thing their dad does? I want to be 
famous! I want to be on the cover of TIME!” 
he says. “My dad teased me when I asked 
if any kid had ever won the Nobel Prize.” 
Alas, his fourth-grade blueprints for a time 
machine and teleportation device didn’t 
pan out (“The science seemed to make 
sense”), and he went on to major in litera- 
ture at Harvard. His postcollege stand-up 
act led to the jobs on Punk‘d and The Office. 
Multitasking for eight seasons on NBC’s 


.-}-TAP-EACH 
TITLE TO 
READ MORE 


SAVING 
MR. BANKS 
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mockuseries was “the best education ever 
created,” he says, reeling off the daunting 
challenges the show faced: “It had to be 
funny enough to be America’s favorite 
comedy, it had to be realistic enough to 
pass as real life, and you had to tell love 
stories. It would take a lifetime to learn all 
the lessons we learned on this one show.” 
A pivotal one that paved the way for 
OMT came from an unlikely source: his 
former assistant’s mother, a.k.a. Jane 
Seymour. “She said, ‘What season are you 
in?’ I said, ‘Season 4.’ She says, ‘Let me tell 
you what’s happening. You’re frustrated, 
you're beaten down, you want to leave. 
They never let you do the interesting stuff. 


NOVAK ROLE CALL 


B.J. Novak was a punker, not a punkee, 
on the hit MTV show in 2003 


PUNK'D: MTV; THE OFFICE: BYRON COHEN/NBC/NBCU PHOTO BANK VIA GETTY IMAGES; INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS: UNIVERSAL 
PICTURES; THE MINDY PROJECT: BETH DUBBER/FOX VIA GETTY IMAGES; SAVING MR. BANKS: FRANCOIS DUHAMEL 


You could create a show 10 times better’ 
I was like, ‘Yeah!’ She said, ‘Don’t. This is 
lightning in a bottle.... It happens once in 
your life. So write down every idea you 
have in a notebook—and do not touch it 
until you’re done with The Office’ I'd been 
keeping track of my ideas, but she gave 
me the confidence to stick with that. So 
I kept all these notebooks because 
Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman told me to.” 
In 2011 he rented a Malibu house and 
spent two weeks condensing dozens of 
notebooks filled with opening shots and 
dialogue snippets, figuring he’d turn them 
into screenplays, TV pilots, and stand-up 
bits. He left The Office the following spring, 
and during a beach walk in Mexico, an 
idea for a tweet morphed into an idea for 
a Tumblr that blossomed into an idea 
for a collection of short stories. He holed 
up at home for a few months to churn them 
out. “It was what an insane old man says: 
‘Tm writing short stories from my house,” 
he notes. “It sounds terrible, really pre- 
tentious, out of touch, and self-indulgent. 
So I didn’t tell anyone what I was doing.” 
Novak emerged from his sequester later 
that summer and started workshopping 
the stories in live readings. Former Office 
mate/ex-girlfriend Mindy Kaling says she 
was “blown away” when he shared his 
pages. “B.J. is the best writer that I’ve ever 
met—he’s also my friend, and I’m incredi- 
bly competitive with him,” says Kaling, 
who, along with celebrities like Emma 
Thompson, Katy Perry, Lena Dunham, 
and Jason Schwartzman, lends her voice 
to the audio version of OMT. “When I read 
it, I was almost intimidated. This is the 
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“[Writing stories] has evolved 
into what | always hoped stand-up 
would be but never was, which 

is my creative home base.” 

—B.J. NOVAK 


thing I want to remind people: He wrote a 
book of short stories before he published a 
short story. He just wrote them all in, like, 
eight months. And they’re excellent. I think 
people are going to be surprised.” 

It has certainly yielded the unexpected 
for Novak. “This has evolved into what I 
always hoped stand-up would be but never 
was,” he says, “which is my creative home 
base.” He plans to finish his two-book deal 
with Knopf with another short-story 
collection, and Penguin will publish his 
children’s book, The Book With No Pictures, 
in the fall. He’s currently writing a big- 
screen romantic thriller and adding to his 
film résumé (/nglourious Basterds, Saving 
Mr. Banks) with a role as an antagonistic 
Oscorp employee in The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2. Plus, he’ll pop up this spring on 
Community (and possibly return to Kaling’s 
The Mindy Project, on which he has guested 
as actor, writer, and director). Wait, wait— 
he also wants to create a kids’ show, star in 
a horror movie, and open up a chain- 
themed restaurant called Chain that has 
only a single location. One more thing: He 
just met with investors about starting a 
tech company involving lists. “Everyone 
thinks in lists. I want the ultimate place 
for them. That’s all I'll say right now.” 

The list of places you'll soon find Novak: 
(1) Possibly everywhere. (2) Definitely 
between Nabokov and Oates. 
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watching the Jenningses maintain their 1980s suburban charade while living across 
the street from an FBI agent (Noah Emmerich) whose job is to uncover the Russians 
in our midst. Plus, they get to wear elaborate costumes and kick serious ass—it is a 
spy show, after all. The second season of the FX drama, premiering Feb. 26 at 10 p.m,, 
will find the couple struggling to protect their two young children from their increas- 


ingly dangerous jobs. 


Viewers know Philip and Elizabeth are tough nuts to crack, even under torture, but 
it turns out Rhys, 39, and Russell, 37, are much more loose-lipped—especially after 
you get some beer in them. During a break from filming, the pair threw back a few at 
Brooklyn's Gran/Eléctrica, where they talked about donning disguises, learning spy 
moves, and who's a better fighter. 


THREE SIXPOINT 
BENGALI TIGER 
BEERS, CHIPS AND 
GUACAMOLE 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
Matthew, you were late 
because production ran over. 
What were you shooting? 
MATTHEW RHYS I’m shoot- 
ing [a scene] with our handler. 
EW Were you wearing a 
mustache? 

RHYS No, because she knows 
who we are. 

KERI RUSSELL We kept wait- 
ing for you and all these 
workers from the kitchen kept 
walking in. And I was like, 
“There he is,” like he’s in 
disguise. 

EW I wish you would have 
come in with, like, a ponytail. 
RUSSELL We name all the 
disguises. He has way better 
ones than me. He transforms 


very easily. 

EW Give me some names of 
the disguises. 

RUSSELL Our favorite, the one 
that all the ladies like, is 
Fernando. [Laughter] And Fer- 
nando is Spanish. We decided 
he’s a flamenco teacher and 
he’s incredibly sexy. 

EW For season 1, did you go to 
spy school? 

RHYS No, we had alittle semi- 
nar with our show creator, 
Joe Weisberg, who showed us 
how to countersurveil each 
other. Very unsuccessfully, I 
would hasten to add. 

EW How does that work? 
RHYS One of the exercises he 
had us do was trying to dis- 
cover if you’re being followed. 
So I think actors would be 
very good, especially tele- 
vision actors. You spend your 
life with a camera, this large 
object next to you that you’re 


supposed to ignore but also 
incorporate in every sense of 
what you do. So you would 
think it would be second 
nature for us to sort of ignore 
but engage with something. 
Not for me. She was better. 
EW Keri, you’re a better spy? 
RHYS She’s better at 
everything. 
LL No. 

RHYS She is! She does every- 
thing to an A-grade level, 
including modesty. 
EW Which one of you is a bet- 
ter fighter? 

: It’sa toss-up because 
I have a dance background so 
I can remember choreogra- 
phy, but he’s actually done 
Muay Thai and jujitsu. 
EW But you also had to learn 
how to stick-fight Tom Cruise 
in Mission: Impossible LII. 
LL Which is no small 
feat. 
RHYS He has small feet? 
EW Weisberg used to be in 
the CIA. Have you ever tried 
taking him out for drinks and 
getting him to reveal secrets? 
RHYS I am unashamedly ask- 
ing him things like “Tell me 
something you’re not sup- 
posed to say.” He’s like, “No.” 
EW Do you use these spy skills 
in real life now? Like, Keri, can 
you tell when your kids are 
lying to you? 
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RHYS Yeah, because she 
hooks them up to this machine 
and they have to answer “yes” 
or “no.” They start sweating. 

The 2-year-old gets 
really nervous. 


THREE SIXPOINT 
BENGALI TIGER BEERS, 
PORK SHOULDER 

AND BEEF BRISKET TACOS 


EW Margo Martindale is fan- 
tastic as your cold-blooded 
handler, Claudia. What’s she 
like to work with? 

RUSSELL She’s so boring. 
[Laughs] She has nothing to 
say, no personality. 

RHYS She’s just dull. And no 
sense of humor. She’s lucky 
she has that hair, or she 


wouldn’t have a career. 
RUSSELL She’s so great, my 
God. I just want more and 
more and more of her. 

EW Keri, you had a brutal 
fight scene with her in season 
1. Was it weird to punch her 
repeatedly? 

RHYS It was like any other 
day. Just the cameras were 
rolling. 

RUSSELL When I see her I just 
want to punch her in the face. 
It was really a stuntperson. 
That stuffis so physical. lalways 


feel so much better working 
with stuntpersons because you 
can let loose. They’re so in con- 
trol of that stuff. 

RHYS Also, if you really punch 
them, they don’t care. They 
actually don’t. They’re like, 
“T’m good, keep going.” 
RUSSELL Last night, [one of 
the stunt guys] clocked me in 
the mouth. I was bloody. 
RHYS ll say this much: She is 
tough as old s---, Russell. Oh 
my God. Like an old leather 
shoe. Maybe not the best 
description! 

RUSSELL Thank you, Mr. Rhys! 
EW Who’s a better fighter, 
Margo Martindale or Tom 
Cruise? 

RUSSELL Well, Margo has 
some zingers that would lay 
you out. 

RHYS But Tom would keep 
coming. He’s tenacious, you 
can tell by his acting. 

EW You both wear so many 
wigs. Are you a fan of wigs now? 
RUSSELL No, but Iam a fan of 
him in a mustache. 

RHYS The mustache is good 
because more often than not 
it’s always coming off. So you 
tend not to move your top lip 
and all of a sudden you have 
an instant character. They 
call me the Japanese geisha 
because when I laugh I go like 
this. I go [puts his hands up to 


his mouth and emits a high- 
pitched laugh]. 

EW What were you two like in 
the ’80s? 

RUSSELL [He was a] break- 
dancer in Wales. 

RHYS When children hit a 
certain age, parents look out 
into the community to see 
what kinds of classes they can 
pack children off to do for two 
hours on a Wednesday eve- 
ning. And there was a local 
community center called the 
Rubicon. So yeah, there was a 
lot of break dancing. 

EW Keri, what were you like 
in the ’80s? 

RUSSELL Probably just lots of 
big hair and braces. I was 
probably listening to really 
sad, sad love songs. 

RHYS Cyndi Lauper, “Time 
After Time.” 

RUSSELL I stand by that one. 
It’s a classic. 

EW So what secrets would 
surprise us about the two of 
you? 

RUSSELL He can make amaz- 
ing sound effects. 

EW What’s something sur- 
prising about Keri? 

RHYS Probably the burping. 
RUSSELL Well, I eat a lot. 
RHYS She does; you’d be sur- 
prised. Keri “The Horse” 
Russell. She eats like an lowa 
farmer. 
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“WOULDN'T IT 

BE GREAT IF 
FELICITY IS, LIKE, A 
STREETWALKER? 
THAT WOULD 

BE INTERESTING.” 
—MATTHEW RHYS 


CHURROS AND 
CHOCOLATE SAUCE, 
THREE SIXPOINT 
BENGALI TIGER BEERS 


EW Matthew, Brothers & Sis- 
ters featured lots of scenes 


with characters drinking 
wine. What were you all actu- 
ally drinking? 

RHYS On a Friday night it 
would be wine. And then if, 
say, there was a lunch scene 
there would be wine, and then 


“LAST NIGHT, 
LONE OF THE 
STUNT GUYS] 
CLOCKED ME 
IN THE MOUTH. 
| WAS BLOODY.” 
—KERI RUSSELL 
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The 
me 


we'd get to the point where we 
were asked not to drink any- 
more, and then we’d go back 
to Welch’s grape juice. 

EW Who could drink the most 
and still act? 

RHYS There were drinkers on 
that set. Ron Rifkin, Rachel 
Griffiths. [Calista] Flockhart, 
surprisingly—loves a glass. 
EW Sally Field? 

RHYS Loves a white wine. No 
stranger to a sauvignon. 

EW Veronica Mars is being 
brought back as a movie 
thanks to Kickstarter. Keri, 
would you ever do a Felicity 
reunion movie? 

RUSSELL I don’t think that’s 
up to me! 

RHYS Wouldn’t it be great if 
Felicity is, like, a streetwalker? 
That would be interesting. 
EW Did you know that Sara 
Bareilles is scoring a musical 
adaptation of your film 
Waitress? 

RUSSELL What?! Fascinating. 
EW Would you ever do a 
Broadway musical? 
RUSSELL God, no. No one 
needs to hear me sing. 

EW The Americans is shot in 
Brooklyn, where you both live. 
Do you guys ever run into 
other Brooklyn productions, 
like Girls? 

RUSSELL I see them on the 
street a lot. 


RHYS We shout things. 

EW Like “Get out of our 
decade! It’s the ’80s! Get out 
of here, Lena Dunham. You’re 
not conceived!” 

RHYS Not even a twinkle. 
EW Your show was a bit of a 
slow burn—are more people 
coming up to you now to tell 
you how much they love The 
Americans? 

RUSSELL More than anything 
I’ve ever done. 

EW Really? What do they say 
to you? 

RUSSELL Most of what they 
say is “I like how you beat the 
s--- out of that woman.” & 
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The LEGO Movie 


STARRING Chiris Pratt, Will Ferrell, Morgan 
Freeman, Elizabeth Banks, Will Arnett, 
Jonah Hill, Orville Forte, Alison Brie 
pirecTeD BY Phil Lord and Christopher Miller 
PG, 1HR., 41 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 
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The LEGO Movie 


ANIMATORS WORK with more freedom than other filmmakers— 
theoretically, they can visualize anything—but let’s be honest: In the 
past few years, there has been such a glut of big-studio digital-cartoon 
features made in a conventionally pleasing, market-tested style that 
animation, in effect, has stopped surprising us. Frozen, much as I 
liked it, was jammed with overly familiar princess/sidekick/journey- 
of-redemption tropes. And it’s hard to think of the last time a Pixar 
film made you go “Wow!” That’s part of why The LEGO Movie is 
such outrageous and intoxicating fun. It may be a helter-skelter 
kiddie adventure built out of plastic toy components, but it’s fast and 
original, it’s conceptually audacious, it’s visually astonishing, and it’s 
10 times more clever and smart and funny than it needed to be. 
Here, at last, is an animated comedy that never stops surprising you. 

It’s also startlingly sophisticated. The directors, Phil Lord and 
Christopher Miller, have forged The LEGO Movie almost entirely out 
of digital imagery, but they replicate the primitive, eye-popping high 
of stop-motion animation, creating a LEGO universe as if it had been 
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Critical 
Mass 


Asampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases 
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AMERICAN HUSTLE 


ANCHORMAN 2... 


AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY 


FROZEN 


JACK RYAN: SHADOW... 


> LABOR DAY 
LONE SURVIVOR 
RIDE ALONG a — fo C ice — Ba — iD C-| C+] C+ ifs 
THE SECRET LIFE OF... co C jece C- Ga C Re c-| C C+) B-| B iiss 
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EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW's online reader panel. If you'd like to join, go to frontrowpanel.com/join. 
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(From left) Louis C.K., Robert 
Smigel, and Steve Carell 


Tomorrow Night 


STARRING Chuck Sklar, JB Smoove, Steve Carell 


SCOTT JONES 


DIRECTED BY Louis CK. 
NOT RATED, 1 HR., 27 MINS. 


Would you pay five bucks to see 
the stuff in the back of Louis 
C.K.’s closet? If so, head to the 
comedian’s website (louisck.net) 
and download Tomorrow Night, 
an amateurish, unfunny black- 
and-white film he wrote and 
directed in 1998, back when he 
was a struggling stand-up and 
TV writer. I suspect that C.K. 
isn’t delusional enough to think 
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8 ive 


that his mothballed flick is any 
good. But he is asking you to pay 
him for it, so caveat emptor. A 
shapeless, laughless series of 
sight gags and lame vignettes, 
the movie has diarrhea jokes, a 
randy granny, and a weirdo who 
sits in a big bowl of ice cream 
while pleasuring himself. Laugh- 
ing yet? The only reason for 
checking out the film is to see 
C.K. pals Steve Carell, JB 
Smoove, Wanda Sykes, and a 
blink-and-you’ll-miss-her Amy 
Poehler before they were 
famous. Oh, and for those five 
bucks, you can stream the film 
up to three times, which is less a 
value incentive than a threat. 


CLAUDETTE BARIUS 


Matt Damon and 
(eT-To) ge(-m @l (ele) a=) 
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The Monuments Men 


STARRING George Clooney, Matt Damon, John Goodman, Bill Murray 
DIRECTED BY George Clooney 
PG-13, 1 HR., 59 MINS. 


Up until now, I’ve liked every movie that George Clooney has 
directed (yes, even Leatherheads, his 1920s screwball football comedy). 
So when I heard about The Monuments Men, his sixth outing as a 
filmmaker, I figured it probably couldn’t miss. Based on one of those 
reality-is-stranger-than-fiction historical incidents, it tells the 
unlikely story of a team of museum curators and art historians 
who were sent behind enemy lines during World War II to recover 
hundreds of pieces of art that had been pilfered by Nazi thieves. 
The purpose of the mission was to rescue, and preserve, the very 
civilization we were fighting to save. 

As film material, this story would seem to have everything: 
suspense, hidden treasure, Nazis, aesthetic resonance—and a 


|, FRANKENSTEIN: BEN KING; 12 O'CLOCK BOYS: NOAH RABINOWITZ; RIDE ALONG: QUANTRELL COLBERT 


r Aaron Eckhart in 


|. Frankenstein 


Pug in 12 
O'Clock Boys 


| WATCHONTV 
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NOT RATED, 1 HR., 15 MINS. 
Documentary filmmaker Lotfy 
Nathan explores the outlaw appeal 
of an inner-city Baltimore dirt-bike 
gang through the eyes of a 13-year-old wannabe 
member named Pug. Daredevil danger is one 
attraction for the pint-size protagonist, but what 
Pug is really searching for is a sense of family and 
belonging. (Also available on iTunes and VOD) 
—CHRIS NASHAWATY 


PG-13, 1 HR., 32 MINS. 

Much like Aaron Eckhart’s monster, this tale of a war 
between gargoyles and demons is made up of parts 
from various sources stitched together and is lacking 
in the soul department. C —CLARK COLLIS 


PG-13, 3 HRS., 38 MINS. 

Director Claude Lanzmann takes 
something he left on the cutting-room 
floor of Shoah and turns it into a 
glorified footnote posing as a moral inquiry. The 
entire movie consists of an interview done in 1975 
with Benjamin Murmelstein, the last “Jewish Elder” 
to preside over the ghetto of Theresienstadt. Was 
Murmelstein, in effect, a collaborator? No: Like Oskar 
Schindler, he interfaced with Nazis and saved many 
Jews. His voice deserves to be heard, but ina film 
that is not an epic ramble. B- -OWEN GLEIBERMAN 
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Inside the mind of 
a mother and her 
unspeakable crime. 
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WITH SCARY CHILLS.” 
—Booklist 


“ABSOLUTELY 
TENSION FILLED... 
APNO) ClO) CRO) is KO) LO) g 
HER GAME.” 
—Suspense Magazine 
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House of Cards 


13 Episo Streaming 


Kevin Spacey and 


Robin Wright 
‘obin Wrig By Karen Valby 


NATHANIEL BELL/NETFLIX 


NATHANIEL BELL/NETFLIX (2) 
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Molly Parker 


WHEN THE CREDITS rolled on the House of Cards season 1 finale, I was 
somewhat relieved to let Francis Underwood and his equally terri- 
fying wife, Claire, suited up in joggers’ black, run off into the dark. 
It had been a stiff 13-episode drink—intoxicating, but also emotionally 
numbing—of this shrewd, soulless couple maneuvering themselves 
up Washington, D.C.s bleak power ladder. In the end I admired the 
show more than I enjoyed it, appreciating the smooth performances 
of Kevin Spacey and Robin Wright—both of them bringing such 
magnetic chill and hunger to the Underwoods—rather than caring 
about the fate of their characters. Could season 2 offer something 
more lasting than the scuzzy buzz of high-quality booze? 

In the first of several bold moves in the premiere, the viewer is 
dropped, literally, right back into the Underwoods’ determined path. 
No time has passed; they’re still out on their triumphant run. But 
back at the town house, Francis’ heavy Doug Stamper (the ever- 
excellent Michael Kelly) waits with news that the Slugline bloggers 
are hustling to connect dots that link the newly tapped vice presi- 


MOVIE Tv 
REVIEWS REVIEWS 


WHAT TO 
WATCH ON TV 


OLYMPIC 
INSIDER 


COMMERCIAL APPEAL 


MUSIC 


L=tole) 4 
REVIEWS REVIEWS 


RadioShack Super Bowl 


Deconstructing the totally 80s awesomeness of the retailer’s 
throwback ad “The Phone Call.” —AMyY WILKINSON 


Boom boxes and Betamax 
players haven't cluttered 
the shelves for years, yet 
RadioShack has long 
struggled to cast off its 
retro image. “We decided 
to address that perception 
head-on,” says chief mar- 
keting officer Jennifer 
Warren of the inspiration 
behind the store’s sassy 
Super Bowl spot. 
Assembling the nostal- 
gia dream team started 
with a massive brain- 
storm. “We wanted a 
cross section of celebrities 
that were at the top of 
their game in the ’80s— 
from sports to music to 
TV,” says Warren. Over 
a hundred names were 
whittled down to two or 
three in each category. 
From there, calls were 
made, schedules were 
shifted and reshifted, and 
a three-day shoot occurred 
in the LA. area. Here’s 


\ 


(From,left) Jo 
DeetSnider, Hulk Hogan, and 
Erik Estrada; (@bove) Bubo 


some more totally tubular 
“Phone Call” trivia: 

NO, THAT ISN’T 

JOHN OATES 

A few look-alikes were 
cast, including one with 

a striking resemblance 

to the mustachioed 
musician. And that guy 
behind the hockey mask? 
It’s Benjamin Bayouth, 
the grandson of Ted 
White, who played 

Jason in Friday the 13th: 
The Final Chapter. 

NOT EVERYONE GAVE 
A HOOT ABOUT BUBO 
“We had a lot of debate 
around the owl,” Warren 


So 


Ratzenberger, 


says of Clash of the 
Titans’ Bubo. “We decided 
to throw a couple [refer- 
ences] in there that 
within a Super Bowl party 
someone would know.” 
NO TIME MACHINES 
WERE HARMED 

The DeLorean wasn't 
from Michael J. Fox's 
garage; it was on loan 
from the manufacturer, 
which worked with pro- 
duction to remove the 
window (so ALF could 
squeeze in) and reinforce 
the roof to support all 
those old gizmos. Good 
luck getting to 88 mph! 


“ 


. 
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Michonne (Danai Gurira) 
takes her pulpy new 
pets for a walk; 


(below) Abraham dias 
(Michael Cudlitz) is na 
one of foulnew "7 


characters introduced “ *< 
during the second y 
half of season 4 


Dead Ahead 


The prison has fallen. Baby Judith 
may be dead. Hershel is definitely 
dead. And the survivors are once 
again on the run. What fresh hell 
will be unleashed when AMC’s 
The Walking Dead returns 

(Feb. 9, 9 p.m.) for the second 
half of season 4? Chew on these 
tasty teases. —DALTON ROSS 


GENE PAGE/AMC 
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THE GANG SPLITS UP 

Instead of our survivors continu- 
ing on as one big community, 

the second half of the season will 
follow the characters in much 
smaller groups as they scatter to 
the winds (or woods, as it were) 
after the assault on the prison. 
“Everybody's separated,” says 
exec producer Robert Kirkman. 
“We're doing a lot of really 
intense, character-focusing epi- 
sodes.” First up is a father-son 
battle of wills between Rick 
(Andrew Lincoln) and Carl 
(Chandler Riggs). “Rick is very, 
very weak, and that makes him 
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Glenn (Steven 
Yeun) becomes 
a top-shelf 
temptation for a 
group of walkers 


belligerent and aggressively chal- 
lenging towards his son because 
he’s scared,” says Lincoln. The 
return episode also contains a 
solo journey for Michonne (Danai 
Gurira) that will shed some light 
on her personal demons. “We’re 
definitely going to get a glimpse 
into Michonne’s past,” teases 
Kirkman. “I think people are going 
to be pretty shocked.” How 
Michonne deals with that past, 
meanwhile, may well determine 
her future. Says Gurira, “That’s 
the question sitting on her soul 
as she tries to metabolize the 
trauma that’s befallen her.” 


GENE PAGE/AMC 


EVERYONE’S HAUNTED 

BY HERSHEL 

There have been a lot of big 
deaths on The Walking Dead, but 
the execution-style decapitation 
of Hershel (Scott Wilson) will 
weigh heaviest of all. “It drives 
the whole second half of the sea- 
son for Maggie,” says the woman 
who plays her, Lauren Cohan. 

Of course, Maggie won't be alone 
in her grief. “With him gone, 

| feel like this huge beacon of 
hope just got put out,” says 
Norman Reedus (Daryl). “Every- 
one is reeling from it—not just 

his blood relatives.” 


YOU WILL GET ANSWERS! 
Producers promise they are not 
going to leave loose ends hang- 
ing. Loose ends like: Are we going 
to learn more about that faint 
radio signal advertising “sanc- 
tuary” that Daryl & Co. picked up 
in the car? “Absolutely, and 
sooner rather than later,” says 
showrunner Scott M. Gimple. 
What about the identity of the 
person behind the rat vivisection 
and zombie feeding at the fence? 
“Yes,” says Gimple. “That answer 
doesn’t come as quickly, though.” 
Okay, how about the aftermath 
of Rick’s decision to exile Carol 
(Melissa McBride) for killing 
Tyreese’s (Chad L. Coleman) 
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Daryl (Norman 
Reedus) hangs 
tough 


girlfriend? “That will be answered 
and played out,” confirms Gimple. 
“| think most, if not all, of the 
questions from the first half of 
season 4 will be answered.” And 
yes, that includes the fate of 
Baby Judith, who Rick and Carl 
assume is dead after discovering 
her empty, bloody car seat. We'll 
find out shortly if they’re right. 


ATTENTION, WALKERS: 
FRESH MEAT IS COMING 

More characters from the Walk- 
ing Dead comic will be making 
their way onto the screen in the 
form of a traveling trio: Abraham 
Ford (Southland’s Michael Cudlitz, 
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rocking the requisite Fu Manchu 
mustache), Dr. Eugene Porter 
(Retired at 35’s Josh McDermitt, 
rocking the requisite mullet), and 
Rosita Espinosa (The Twilight 
Saga's Christian Serratos, rocking 
neither). “These characters are 
going to be extremely similar to 
who they were in the comics,” 
says Kirkman. “They are an agent 
that very much changes the 
story and direction of the show.” 
There is also a mysterious new 
character named Gareth (Greek’s 
Andrew J. West), who Gimple 
says is “kind of from the books, 
kind of not totally from the 
books.” Like we said, mysterious. 
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(From left) Carl 
(Chandler Riggs) 
breaks and enters; 
Rick (Andrew 
Lincoln) spies on 
the outside world 


BRACE YOURSELF FOR 

“THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL 
EPISODE” SO FAR 

“The back eight are our best epi- 
sodes yet,” raves Reedus, and the 
rest of the cast seems equally 
enthused. “Now we're going to be 
able to focus on individuals and see 
where they're coming from,” says 
Steven Yeun, who plays Glenn, of 
the character-driven focus. But lest 
you think “character-driven” means 
alack of action, Lincoln promises 
“the most controversial episode 
we've ever attempted. | couldn’t 
speak when | read it.” Hopefully, 
that’s not because a zombie 
ripped his jaw off. 
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WhattoWatch 


A day-to-day guide to notable programs” BY JESSICA SHAW 


MUST WATCH OF THE WEEK 


The 138th 
Westminster Kennel 
Club Dog Show 


TUESDAY, FEB. 11 | 8-11PM | USA 


In case the Winter Olympics are giving you o 
brain freeze, Westminster offers a cuter but 
equally intense battle for the gold. “In any 
sport there are old-timers, but | think we find 
through the years that the dogs are better, 
the people are better, and the handlers are 
more skilled,” says cohost and dog-show 
icon David Frei. This year, the Kennel Club is 
recognizing three new breeds: the sled- 
pulling Chinook, the handsome rat terrier, 
and the fuzzy Portuguese Podengo Pequeno. 
Even though Frei, who's presiding over the 
show for the 25th time, has encountered 
some divalike behavior from the canines— 
“Show dogs really have to possess a certain 
personality and charisma’—they’re generally 
better-behaved than their owners. “There 
are 1,000 to 2,000 dogs together each day 
inthe same place, but it’s surprisingly quiet,” | 
he says. “You can hear the people but not | ¥ 
the dogs!” —STEPHAN LEE 
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Rachel 
Bilson * 


Hart of Dixie 

The CW ? 

Not a week goes by in Bluebell without someone cooking 
up a zany scheme. This week’s involves Zoe (Rachel 
Bilson) pulling a Mrs. Doubtfire to avoid introducing her 
Manhattanite mom to some Southern relatives. As 

Joel (Josh Cooke) so wisely points out, this only makes 
sense if you’re Lucille Ball. B —JOJO MARSHALL 
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The Real Housewives 

of Beverly Hills 

Bravo 

Brandi tells Kim and Kyle she’s 
having doubts about her friend- 
ship with Lisa. So, to be clear, 
Brandi is siding with a person 
who wore a turtle pin belonging 
to the dead grandmother of 
someone who attends celebrity- 
autograph shows. 


The Bachelor 

ABC 

Spoiler alert: Whatever 
happens tonight won't come 
close to the dance party and/or 
the red pants. 


The Following 

Fox 

Emma grows closer to Mark 

and Luke. Does that kind of make 
her the Dylan to their murderous 
Brandon and Brenda? Or—scary!— 
Steve Sanders? 
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Pretty Little Liars a AS Sasha 
ABC Family ae : Gk pelege 
Some things are just } " ' \ Rall 
better in black and 

white, and Rosewood 

is no exception. After 

Spencer’s (Troian 

Bellisario) new pill 

habit transports 

viewers inside her 

mind—which looks 

a lot like a film noir— 

we enter a world of 

confrontation, clues, 

and killer costumes. 

The show’s typical 

melodrama thrives 

with the vintage flair 

that comes without 

color. The girls are 

smarter, the relation- 

ships are hotter, 

and the villains are 

refreshingly bold. A- 

—SAMANTHA HIGHFILL 


ERIC MCCANDLESS/ABC 
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The Fashion Fund 

Ovation 

It's Fashion Week, and we all 
know what that means: Cue the 
couture hysteria! 


L.A. on the J. Lo 


American Idol 

Fox 

Another week in Holly- 
wood, another 

week closer 


att Lucas and to the judges’ 
Super Fun Night Rebel Wilson fake-out 
ABC speeches 
Work gets in the way of Kimmie’s first Valentine’s Day about 
with a boyfriend. | hope she’s grateful that something who 1S” 
saved her from a greeting-card-sponsored holiday that 
will never meet expectations. 
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D> ell - 
TUESDAY 


Fox 

Greg Kinnear’s incorrigible (but still likable enough for network TV) defense 
attorney takes on a case that’s pretty hard to swallow: American Horror Story's 
Denis O’Hare plays an erudite financial adviser who is also somewhat of a 
cannibal. The episode is a repurposing of the original Australian series’ pilot, 
which itself was inspired by the real-life tale of German person-eater Armin 
Meiwes. While the story might be a bit overdone—like, say, a bit of leg of Larry 
left in the oven for too long—the show continues to offer a fun, if a little bumpy, 
ride. B+ —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 
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Jenny McCarthy’s 
Dirty, Sexy, Funny 
Epix 

Wanna spend Valentine’s Day with five discount Sarah 
Silvermans? No? J-Mac’s setting it up anyway. Her sex- 
themed stand-up special—“the Blue Collar tour for whores,” 
we're told—features a quintet of comics doing dated, 

really raunchy routines. The show lasts an hour, but don’t 
feel bad about prematurely evacuating. C -RAY RAHMAN 


Jenny 
McCarthy 
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National Theatre: 

50 Years on Stage 

PBS 

Maggie Smith, Judi Dench, 
Benedict Cumberbatch, and 
Ralph Fiennes (that’s Professor 
McGonagall, Philomena, Sherlock, 
and the English Patient to you) 
are among the performers 
honoring the legendary London 
theater. “check local listings 


Oprah: Where Are They Now? 
OWN 

Oprah finds out where Jane 
Seymour and Adam Ant have 
been. In a treehouse somewhere? 


Ultimate Treehouses 2 

Animal Planet 

Alas, no. But a “treehouse expert” 
gives a tour of some of the 
craziest treehouses from New 
Guinea to Costa Rica. I'm going 

to feel even worse about my 
apartment after this, aren’t |? 
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The Good Mistress 

Lifetime 

Arecovering alcoholic trying to 
start over unknowingly sleeps with 
her friend’s husband, who's involved 
in a murder investigation. Girl, | 
need a drink after that synopsis, so 
I can only imagine how you feel. 


SEASON FINALE 


Atlantis 

BBC America 

Jason tries to save Princess 
Ariadne, who is not a mermaid 
despite my irrational insistence 
that this show is set ina 
mysterious underwater kingdom. 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Ghost Adventures 

Travel . = 

Is Sharon Tate haunting a house in Los Angeles? 
Name-dropping a ghost? Soooo L.A. 


TATE: SILVER SCREEN COLLECTION/HULTON ARCHIVE/GETTY IMAGES; ATLANTIS: BBC AMERICA 
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FEBRUARY 16 


Girls 

HBO 

Long Island gets Brooklynified as 
Hannah and her (non-blood) sisters 
take a break in the Hamptons. 


House of Lies 

Showtime 

Marty is tested by Dre at the 
DollaHyde sneaker launch party. 
Easy there. Not that Dre. 


Carmelo 
Anthony 


EE BAFTA Awards 

BBC America 

The Oscars aren’t for two more weeks, but those Brits 
are always getting to things before we do in America. 
You know, tea, movie awards shows. Tonight films like 
Gravity (11 nominations), 12 Years a Slave (10 nomina- NBA All-Star 2014 
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Your best beautiful begins at Olay.com @FreshEffects BH O® wa 


“| WILL LOOK LIKE | GOT 
ALL MY BEAUTY SLEEP, 
EVEN IF I’M UP ALL NIGHT.” 


NEW OLAY FRESH EFFECTS 
GIVES SKIN A BLAST 
OF RE-ENERGIZING 

HYDRATION WITH A HINT 

OF HONEYSUCKLE AND 


: WHITE TEA. SO AT LEAST 
Ol YOU'LL LOOK WELL-RESTED. 


YOUR BEST BEAUTIFUL 
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Come 
ey 


/\ Guide to the Games 


BY CLARK COLLIS 


It's a safe bet 
U.S. ice dancers 
Meryl Davis and 


Team Charlie White 
Figure ti om sine 
Skating 


SHAUN WHITE: JULIE JACOBSON; DAVIS AND CHARLIE WHITE: JARED WICKERHAM/GETTY IMAGES 
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THURS., FEB. 6 
8-11PM 

Women's 
Snowboarding, 
Slopestyle 

Prelims 

NBC 

American Jamie Anderson 
will perform tricks and 
jumps in a new event 
named after your uncle's 
holiday-party dancing. 


FRI., FEB. 7 
7:30-11:30PM 
Opening Ceremony 

NBC 

Host country Russia cele- 
brates the best bits of its 
history—so this could end 
earlier than anticipated. 


SAT., FE 
2:30-6PM 

Men's Ski Jumping, 
Prelims 

NBC 

Expect strong showings 
from Switzerland’s Simon 
Ammann and (above) 
Austria’s Gregor Schlieren- 
zauer (gesundheit!). 


SUN., FEB. 9 
11:35PM-12:35AM 
Men’s Luge, Singles Final 
NBC 

Legendary Italian luger 
Armin “the Cannibal” 
Zoggeler is hoping to 
become the first Olympic 
athlete ever to win six 
consecutive medals in 
the same individual 
event. Everyone else is 


Armin 
Zéggeler ’ 


just hoping he doesn’t 
eat them. 


MON., FEB. 10 
5-8PM 

Men’s Curling, 

USA vs. Norway 
CNBC 

The Americans should 
win this match if they 
can keep their eyes 
on the prize and not 
on the Norwegians’ 
famously garish pants, 
which, much like the 


ANDERSON: CARLO ALLEGRI/AP IMAGES; OPENING CEREMONY: MARCUS BRANDT/EPA/CORBIS; SCHLIERENZAUER: SAMUEL KUBANI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; 
ZOGGELER: MATTHIAS RIETSCHEL/BONGARTS/GETTY IMAGES; WHITE: JED JACOBSOHN/SPORTS ILLUSTRATED/GETTY IMAGES 
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sun, should never be 
looked at directly. 


FEB. 12 
10AM- 1: A5PM 

Pairs Figure Skating, 
Final 

NBCSN 

If they win, world champi- 
ons Tatiana Volosozhar 
and Maxim Trankov will 
have more than one rea- 
son to thank God. Why? 
The Russians are free- 
skating to Jesus Christ 
Superstar! (Also airing in 
prime time on NBC) 


Nick 
Goepper 


THURS., FEB. 13 
8-11:30PM 

Men's Freestyle Skiing, 
Slopestyle Final 

NBC 

You can count famous 
Indiana skiers on the 


fingers of a woolen mitten. 


But Nick Goepper is set to 
become one of the Games 
breakout stars if he 

manages to grab the gold. 


, 


FRI., FEB. 14 
10AM-2:15PM 

Men’s Figure Skating, 
Final 

NBCSN 

Canada’s three-time world 
champ Patrick Chan is the 
favorite, but expect more 
than a few hearts to be 
lost this Valentine’s Day 
to ponytailed American 
Jason Brown. (Also airing 
in prime time on NBC) 


SAT., FEB. 15 
8-11:30PM 

Women’s Alpine Skiing, 
Super-G Final 

NBC 

The withdrawal of 
American Olympic icon 
Lindsey Vonn has cleared 
the path for her training 
partner, Julia Mancuso. 
Also clearing Mancuso’s 
path? Snow-grooming 
machines. 


Patrick 


Chan 
SUN., FEB. 16 
7-11PM 
Women’s Speed Skating, 
1500m Final 
NBC 


Contenders include the 
Netherlands’ Ireen Wiist 


Julia 
Mancuso 


and the USA's Heather 
Richardson and Brittany 
Bowe, who took up 

the sport after seeing 
Richardson skate. Good 
thing she didn’t watch 
Breaking Bad instead. 


MON., FEB. 17 
8-11:30PM 

Men's Snowboarding, 
Snowboard Cross Final 
NBC 

It’s all downhill for U.S. 
snowboarders Alex 
Diebold and Nate Holland 
and, in a different sense, 


GOEPPER: SIMON BRUTY/SPORTS ILLUSTRATED; CHAN: ATSUSHI TOMURA/GETTY IMAGES; MANCUSO: ALAIN 
GROSCLAUDE/AGENCE ZOOM/GETTY IMAGES; WUST: DENNIS GROMBKOWSKI/BONGARTS/GETTY IMAGES 
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for two-time Olympic 
champ Seth Wescott, who 
didn’t make the cut. 


8-11: 30PM 

Women’s Alpine Skiing, 
Giant Slalom Final 

NBC 

Mikaela Shiffrin cannot 
legally drink or buy recre- 
ational marijuana, even in 
her home state of Colo- 
rado. But the 18-year-old 
slalom phenom could still 
take home the gold. 


8-11:30PM 
Men’s Alpine Skiing, 
Giant Slalom Final 

NBC 

World champion Ted 
Ligety (above) and five- 
time medalist Bode 


Miller are among the THURS., FEB. 20 


athletes to watch—turn- 10AM-2PM 
ing right, and then left, Women’s Figure 
and then right again, Skating, Final 
and...you get the picture. NBCSN 


Team USA's 
Dustin Brown 


This is 2010 champ Yuna 
Kim’s last Olympics before 
retiring: South Korean 
skaters have awesome 
401(k)s. (Also airing in 
prime time on NBC) 


FRI., FEB. 21 
8-11PM 

Men's Short-Track 

Speed Skating, Final 
NBC 

J.R. Celski, who helped 
make a hip-hop doc fea- 
turing Macklemore, skates 
for glory. Still, don’t expect 
Queen Latifah to marry 
any same-sex couples in 
the stands at Sochi. 


Four-Man Bobsled, 
Prelims 

NBC 

Maximilian Arndt and 
Alexandr Zubkov aren't 
just excellent names for 
Bond villains. They're also 
the pilots of the two 
teams—from Germany 
and Russia, respectively— 
most likely to stand in the 
way of America’s gold- 
medal hopes. (What, you 
were expecting Jamaica?) 


HOLLAND: JEAN-CHRISTOPHE BOTT/AP IMAGES; LIGETY: CHRISTOPHE PALLOT/AGENCE ZOOM/GETTY IMAGES; BROWN: CHRISTIAN 
PETERSEN/GETTY IMAGES; KIM: STUART FRANKLIN/GETTY IMAGES; BOBSLEDDERS: CHRISTOF STACHE/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 
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> WHOGETS 
THE GLORY? 


When it comes to prime-time exposure, some Winter sports are 
always golden...and others are left out in the cold. BY LYNETTE RICE 


THE WINTER OLYMPICS may 
feature half as many sporting 
events as the Summer 
Games, but it’s no less of a 
challenge to broadcast them. 
Just ask Jim Bell, the NBC 
executive who’s in charge of 
making sure the luge fans are 
just as satisfied as the ski- 
jumping aficionados when 
the time comes to watch the 
net’s 18-day coverage from 
Sochi. In fact, the Peacock is 
already preening that this 
year’s telecast of the XXII 
Olympics will receive the 
most U.S. coverage in the 
history of the winter event. 
“Winter sports are fantastic, 
and we [at the network] love 
the snow and ice and speed 
and danger and acrobatics 
and artistry,” Bell tells EW. 
The plan is to telecast 
1,530-plus hours of program- 
ming from Russia—more 
than Vancouver (835 hours) 


Illustration by NOAH PATRICK PFARR 


WHEN YOU'RE A WINTER OLYMPIAN, 
THERE ARE NO SICK DAYS OR NIGHTS. 


The non-drowsy, stuffy head, sore e S The nighttime sniffling, sneezing, 
throat, coughing, aching, fever, seize Per | Ny@ coughing, aching, fever, so you can 
Fcareny * 
the day even with a cold...medicine. sleep with a cold...medicine. 


VICKS DAYQUIL & NYQUIL POWERFUL 6-SYMPTOM COLD & FLU RELIEF 


So breathe life in” 
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and Torino (419) combined. NBC 
can’t air all of it—that’s where 
sister nets like MSNBC, 
USA, CNBC, NBCSN, and even 
NBCOlympics.com come in 
handy. For the first time, the 
website will also feature live 
streaming of all events, no doubt 
because of the beating NBC took 
for refusing to show summer 
competitions like Michael Phelps’ 
dramatic men’s 400-meter indi- 
vidual medley loss until the tape- 
delayed prime-time show. It’s 
likely such gaffes helped NBC- 
Universal plan its coverage this 
time around. “We learned that... 
the people who wanted to find 
out Olympic results [in real 
time], those people tend to watch 
more of our prime-time cover- 
age than anybody else,” Bell 
says. “They might watch it live, 
but then they’re gonna watch it 
again in prime time.” 

So naturally the Mothership 
continues to obsess over the 
lineup for its coveted 60-plus 
hours of prime-time coverage. 
How does it decide which sports 
make the cut and which athletes 
to profile? “One of the crown 


“Winter sports are fantastic, and we [at 
the network] love the snow and ice and speed 
and danger and acrobatics and artistry.” 


jewels of the Winter Olympics is 
still figure skating,” says Bell. 
“From there you're talking about 
alpine events like skiing, where 
the U.S. team is particularly 
strong. You’re seeing that with 
snowboarding as well. Apolo 
Ohno also did a lot to really raise 
the popularity of short-track 
speed skating, which is kind of 
like a demolition derby on ice.” 

Athletes who are sure to get 
the lion’s share of the attention— 
at least initially—are returning 
2010 medalists Shaun White 
(snowboarding), Shani Davis 
(speed skating), and J.R. Celski 
(short track). Women’s skiing 
freestyle moguls will also fea- 
ture defending U.S. Olympic 
gold medalist Hannah Kearney, 
while American Jamie Anderson 
is a favorite to win the gold in 
women’s snowboarding slope- 
style. The sport likely to get the 
least amount of prime-time love: 
curling. “It just takes a long 
time,” Bell admits. 


—NBC’S JIM BELL 


“WHAT.TO olympic «J music 
WATCHONTV INSIDER 4 REVIEWS 


Mus! 


Outside man: 
Eric Church 


Eric Church 


The Outsiders 
COUNTRY (EMI NASHVILLE) 
ime §=By Nick Catucci 


CHURCH: TIM MOSENFELDER/GETTY IMAGES 


REID LONG 
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TAP THE AUDIO ICON TO HEAR SAMPLE (ipeeeeneeteestnteteneetetentetettet ste setrtsttetstrereernreees 


LIKE ANY PROPER country 
singer—even a rock & roll, 
hip-hop-rapping bad boy such 
as himself—Eric Church 
relishes a good pun. On his 
rollicking fourth studio album, 
the 36-year-old (who writes 
his own songs) delivers word- 
play with extra punch: Mama 
doesn’t light a doobie in “The 
Joint,” she torches Daddy’s 
favorite roadhouse. The real 
twist? It all unfolds over anti- 
honky-tonk music—a pulsing, 
dublike track that twang- 
centric indie barons Jim 
James or Jeff Tweedy would 
trade their left sampler knobs 
to have dreamed up. 

More importantly, though, 
The Outsiders—the still-rising 
star’s most brazen, brilliant 
disc yet, and the first great 
album of this year—challenges 
country’s chart-dominating pickup polishers, drawing on riff- 
wagging rock and early Beastie Boys-style beats. That’s lots of 
swagger to stuff into a pair of Levi’s, but Church does it all in the 
title track alone, a multipart monster that refines woolly classics 
like “Free Bird” and “Stairway to Heaven” down to about four 
minutes of crashing bliss. He also, on the defiantly pretty “Dark 
Side,” threatens “ugly mugs dealing drugs” with his big bullets, 
as if the vigilante spirit weren’t already proudly advertised in 
America. But mostly he surprises, whether rapping in “That’s 
Damn Rock & Roll” or constructing “Roller Coaster Ride” like 
its name, driving to a chorus so suddenly airy you can feel your 
stomach drop. As with all of The Outsiders’ thrills, it’s both thump- 
ingly obvious and exquisitely executed. A 


BEST 
TRACKS 


THE 
OUTSIDERS 
An-epic, riff- 
happy rave-up 


LIKE A 
WRECKING 
BALL 
A-brawny 
sex jam 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 


JAMES MINCHIN 


Broken Bells’ 
James Mercer and 
Danger Mouse 


Broken 
Bells 


After the Disco 
ROCK (COLUMBIA) 
By Nick Catucci 


Seeing titles like “After the Disco” and “The 
Remains of Rock & Roll’ on the second album 
from Broken Bells—the luxe-indie collaboration 
between Shins frontman James Mercer and 
producer Danger Mouse—you might wonder 
whether they have taken a postapocalyptic 
view of music. Indeed, more so than on their 
spacier 2010 debut, they hoard shiny tokens of 
past pop eras here: tidy glitter-ball beats, Hall & 
Oates falsetto, even, in “Control,” a hint of the 
riff from “Hotel California.” 

But the duo, who linked up after each found 
unlikely fame in the mid-’00s, dance to remember, 


not to forget. Though it’s with love that they 
stockpile these sounds, the mood is muted. 
Mercer's preoccupied with shouldering through 
disappointment and resting “weary bones,” and 
Danger Mouse coolly obliges him, curbing the 
tempos and lavishing his skills on gorgeous but 
drowsy details, like the gospel-inflected vocal 
layers in “Leave It Alone.” It’s not that they're 
memorializing music—even “The Remains of 
Rock & Roll’ simply seems to be about letting 
go of the past. It just sounds less joyful than 
such a liberation perhaps should. B 

BEST TRACKS: Holding On for Life » Control 


HAYES: LARRY MARANO/GETTY IMAGES; DEL REY: DAVID WOLFF-PATRICK/REDFERNS/GETTY IMAGES; TEGAN AND SARA: JIM SPELLMAN/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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“Invisible” The 

country wunderkind 
showed his tender side with 
“Wanted,” his recklessly 
romantic side with “I Want 
Crazy,” and his aw-shucks 
side with “Everybody's Got 
Somebody but Me.” His 
latest, though, reveals a 
facet we could do without: 
His anti-bullying ballad is 
overbearing, preachy, and, 
perhaps worst of all, boring. 
If you're gonna write popular 
music's 457th song about 
self-esteem, at least don’t 
make it pander to every last 
cliché. C+ —GRADY SMITH 


TEGAN AND SARA 
“Don't Find Another Love” 
Nobody does gauzy, 
melancholy heartbreak like 


everyone's favorite Canadian 
twins. This torrent of swell- 
ing strings, simple strums, 
and haunting woo-woos 
from the upcoming crazed- 
teen melodrama Endless 
Love will undoubtedly 
soundtrack many a bout of 
rainy Chablis-soaked longing. 
AA -KYLE ANDERSON 


DAVID GUETTA FEAT. 
SKYLAR GREY 

“Shot Me Down” |s it possible 
to desecrate a Cher song? 
This battering reinvention of 
“Bang Bang (My Baby Shot 
Me Down)” mimics the 
quavery guitar and kittenish 
vocals of Nancy Sinatra's 
distinctive cover of the 
mid-’60s hit—then 
pumps in rounds of 
convulsive metallic 
beats from French 
house hitmaker 
Guetta It’s electro- 
shock therapy for 
anyone haunted by Sinatra’s 
hurt, or Cher’s heart. B 
NICK CATUCCI 


LANA DEL REY 

“Once Upon a Dream” 
Now that the Oscars 
have snubbed her 


only good thing 3 
about The noe 
Great Gatsby, 


" Del Rey can settle 


forbeingthe = Aa 


into her role as the underdog 
savior of cinema. Here she 
lends her spookily strong 
pipes to a Disney classic, 
pushing the forthcoming 
Sleeping Beauty-inspired 
Angelina Jolie vehicle Malefi- 
cent from kiddie sing-along 
into grown-up Hollywood 
louche. A= —KYLE ANDERSON 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 
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WHO'S PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & TALK SHOWS 


MONDAY FEB 10 TUESDAY FEB 11 WEDNESDAY FEB 12 


Live! With Kelly and Michael The Arsenio Hall Show Conan 

RUBEN STUDDARD ANTHONY HAMILTON JHENE AIKO 

The Queen Latifah Show Conan 
F renee SES OER eT eee TONNE The Ellen DeGeneres Show 


Conan BAND OF HORSES 
ROCK CANDY FUNK PARTY 


HAMILTON: PAUL WARNER/WIREIMAGE.COM; AIKO: IMEH AKPANUDOSEN/WIREIMAGE; BRAXTON: DAVID A. WALEGA/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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Books 


The Martian 


Andy Weir 
SCIENCE FICTION 
By Nick Catucci 


LET’S SAY YOU’RE an astronaut 
on Mars and you’re suddenly 
swept away by a dust storm and 
your crew turns tail for Earth. 
Is all lost? Not if you thought to 
pack a copy of The Martian by 
software engineer Andy Weir. 
It’s an impressively geeky debut 
novel, and it could easily double 
as a survival guide. Our hero is 
Mark Watney. He’s a botanist 
and mechanical engineer, and 
Weir tells his story largely 
through the astronaut’s fantas- 
tically detailed work logs. Here, 
for instance, is Watney describ- 
ing the challenge of coaxing 
water from fuel: “Liberating 
hydrogen from hydrazine is... 
well...it’s how rockets work. It’s 
really, really hot. And danger- 
ous. If I do it in an oxygen 
atmosphere, the hot and newly 
liberated hydrogen will explode. 
There'll be a lot of H20 at the 
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MEMORABLE LINES 


“| was elated! This 
was the best plan ever! 
Nolmey NVA else Ra (axel alae 
out the hydrogen, | was 

making more water! 
Everything went great 
right up to the explosion.” 


end, but I’ll be too dead to appre- 
ciate it.” 

Watney solves the H20 conun- 
drum and many others as he 
awaits rescue, rigging up every- 
thing from a hot bath to a sextant 
to a “mini-torch” from a wooden 
cross (“I figure if there’s a God, 
He won’t mind, considering the 
situation I’m in”). Cheery even 
after inevitable mishaps, Watney 
represents an overused arche- 
type: the brave, resourceful male 
American optimist. But the IT- 
bro humor makes him relatable. 
We all know a smart-alecky nerd 
just like him, so it’s not a stretch 
to believe he could grow potatoes 
using Earth dirt, Mars powder, 
and his own urine. 

Weir, who originally published 
The Martian himself, stumbles 
with his secondary characters: 
The men and women we see in 
action on the ship and at NASA 


MUSIC 
REVIEWS 


are brainy but dour. Still, the 
technical details keep the story 
relentlessly precise and the sus- 
pense ramped up—especially 
if you’re more turned on by 
science than fiction. And really, 
how can anyone not root for a 
regular dude to prove the U-S-A 
still has the Right Stuff? B 


TAP:TO:READ: 
‘AN EXCERPT: 


FROM: 
THE MARTIAN: 
BY ANDY: WEIR: 


WARNING: 


LANGUAGE 
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Rebecca classic tale of 19th-century English 
Mead country life, has evolved over time. 
Described by Virginia Woolf as “one 
of the few English novels written 
for grown-up people,” Middlemarch 
struck a deep emotional chord in 
Mead, first when she was a bookish 
teen in England aching to leave 
home, and then again at points 
throughout her life—as she 
attended college, moved to the U.S., 
had love affairs, married, and 
became a mother. Mead says that 
over the years she remained fasci- 
nated by its urgency and relevance, 
by “the acuteness of its psychologi- 
cal penetration and the snap of its 
sentences,” and especially by the 
ways in which the book examines 
complex issues of morality. “The 
novel opened up to me further every 
time | went back to it,” she notes. 
Her book, which roughly follows 
the structure of Middlemarch, is 
primarily a literary biography, and a 
lovely, accessible one at that. As 
she traces the threads connecting 


My Life in Eliot's life and work, Mead infuses 


lively insight into both the author 


Middlemarch and the novel. Her own experiences, 


peppered throughout the narrative, 


Rebecca Mead never overwhelm it; Eliot and Middle- 
MEMOIR march remain her primary focus. 
By Sara Vilkomerson — | Fans of this Victorian mainstay— 
or, really, any book lover in a passion- 
: Can a book shape the course of ate long-term relationship with a 
3 your life? In a thoroughly engaging ~~ pgvel—will find Mead’s research and 
z mix of memoir and biography, analysis deeply gratifying. And if you 
Z New Yorker scribe Rebecca Mead haven't ever read Middlemarch, 
3 explores how her relationship Mead’s lucid writing will send you 
= 


with Middlemarch, George Eliot's straight to the bookstore. A- 
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Novel Matchmaking 


The approach of Valentine’s Day got us thinking: Which literary characters 
would make great couples? -STEPHAN LEE AND KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


VOLDEMORT 
AND GRENDEL’S 
MOTHER 


Just because they’re 
evil, serpentine fiends 
with hearts as hard 
and black as coal 
doesn’t mean they 
can't find love! Once 


Voldy (Ralph Fiennes in 
the Harry Potter films) 


lays eyes on Grendel's 
hot-to-trot single 


mother (Angelina Jolie 


in Beowulf), it won't 
be long before little 
Grendel has a new 
stepfather to play 
catch with. 


DORIAN GRAY 
AND MIRANDA 
PRIESTLY 


Both are objects of 


i fascination with sharp 


cheekbones and icy 


ambition. They belong 
: together. But how can : 


the marriage stay 
alive? Miranda (Meryl 
Streep in The Devil 


Wears Prada) can hire 


the best photogra- 


phers and airbrushers 


to keep Dorian 


(Ben Barnes in Dorian : 


Gray) looking young 
forever—at least in 
portrait form. 


i JAY GATSBY AND 
: HOLLY GOLIGHTLY 


These glamorous 
i frauds would make one 
of those couples 
who can charm every 
guest at a party 
without saying a word 
to each other all 
night. Holly (Audrey 
Hepburn in Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s) is a much 
better match for 
Gatsby (Leonardo 
DiCaprio in The Great 
Gatsby) than Daisy 
Buchanan—she 
wouldn't mind being 
idealized. 


GETS YOU 
BOLD ga 


ENOUGH 


TO FACE 


YOUR CRUSH. 
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The Wives of Los Alamos 
Tarashea Nesbit 


First things first: This novel is written in first-person 
plural, giving one collective voice to the women 
whose husbands worked on the Manhattan Project. 
The “we” construction jars in the beginning, but it 
becomes easy to slip into the rhythms of Nesbit’s 
prose and imagine the dusty, sunbaked mesas of 
Los Alamos, where the wives—uprooted from their 
families, their mail censored, not really sure what 
their husbands were doing—managed to create a 
vibrant community of their own. B+ —TINA JORDAN 
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The 
News: 


A User's Manual 


The News 
Alain de Botton 
NONFICTION 


“The media” are always a reliable punching bag, but 
pop philosopher de Botton isn’t just interested in 
getting in his own jabs. In this slim guide to the 
news—what it is and how we consume it—he raises 
myriad points about the failures of the press, but his 
overall tone is more prescriptive than scolding. At 
times he treats all of journalism as a monolith. Still, 
de Botton’s thesis that the news should strive to 
disseminate knowledge, not just data, is certainly fit 
to print. B —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


“WHAT-TO OLYMPIC 
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Matthew Quick 
NOVEL 


The Silver Linings Playbook author is back with 
another adult novel that reads like YA. The man-child 
at the center of this one (also slated to become a 
movie) is Bartholomew Neil, who goes on a journey 
of personal growth—which includes writing letters 
to Richard Gere and befriending local eccentrics— 
following his mother’s death. His adventures can be 
winningly madcap, but Quick tries too hard to crowd- 
please; the endless quirks get in the way of any real 
pathos. B- —STEPHAN LEE 


MUSIC 
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Kelly Corrigan 
MEMOIR 


Corrigan’s cockeyed optimist of a father, the main 
subject of her 2008 memoir, The Middle Place, is her 
family’s sparkly show pony. But her no-nonsense 
mother, Mary, is its sturdy workhorse. Mary gets her 
own tribute in Glitter, in which Corrigan recalls a trip 
to Australia in her 20s and the nannying job she took 
when her money ran out, caring for kids who had just 
lost their mom. There Corrigan gained a new appreci- 
ation of Mary—and while her insights aren’t earth- 
shattering, they're compelling. B+ —HILLARY BUSIS 
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Dept. of 
Speculation 


Jenny Offill 
NOVEL 
By Tina Jordan 


Offill somehow manages to pack the sprawling 
story of an ordinary marriage, both the good bits 
and the bad—courtship, arguments, colicky baby, 
lice, affairs, bedbugs—into a small, poetic book. 
Rendered entirely in a series of staccato vignettes, 
Dept. of Speculation is told from the point of view 
of the bookish, funny wife. She quotes Dickinson, 
Kafka, and Yeats and likes to draw quirky historical 
comparisons—ancient tribal cultures, doomed 
Russian cosmonauts—with her domestic life as, 
over the years, her dreams and ambitions slowly 
erode. Lying 
down and 
exhausted by 
her screaming 
infant daughter, 
she describes a 
sleep-deprivation 
study about cats, 
then mutters, “If | 
knew telekinesis, 
| would send this 
spoon over to 
feed that baby.” 
Yes, there’s joy- 
lessness here, 
but there’s also 
real joy. A- 
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NEW 
BEST-SELLERS 


NONFICTION 
DUTY 

Robert M. Gates 
Policy wonks from 
both sides of the 

aisle snapped up this 
memoir from the 
former secretary of 
defense, making it the 
week’s No. 1 title. 


SUPER SHRED 

lan K. Smith, M.D. 

The celebrity nutrition- 
ist’s follow-up to his 
giant-selling Shred 
leads the pack of 
weight-loss books 

at No. 2. 


FICTION 

LOST LAKE 

Sarah Addison Allen 
Allen's latest novel, 
debuting at No. 9, deliv- 


SCROLL 


SOURCE: Publishers Weekly for the week ending Jan. 26, 2014 
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ALOOK AT OURCOVERS FROM 
THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14 


TAP YEAR TO READ 
ABOUT THE COVER STORY 


> . 
GREEN 
ay 
SAVES 
ROCK!) 


ButCanThe ! 
‘American Idiot’ 
Punks Sweep 
TheGrammys? 


PLU. 
Our Guide 
WhoWill W: 


Green Day's Mike Dir 


SA \ a 


AGreatTV 
Season Gets 
Even Better | r | 


FEB. 11, 2005 

FRESH OFF THEIR CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED CONCEPT ALBUM 
AMERICAN IDIOT, THE MEMBERS OF GREEN DAY ADDRESSED 
THE CHALLENGES OF STAYING RELEVANT. “Punk sometimes 
has this defeatist attitude where you can’t expand,” 
says [singer Billie Joe] Armstrong. “I look at a band like 
U2 that started out more or less as a punk band but 
kept expanding and wound up being one of the biggest 
bands in the world. And | think it’s okay to want that.” 
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And Allthé Buzz 
0199 Films! 


PLUS 


Dazzling Diva 
NTETTEY, (el 


Who Will Win 
TheGrammys? 


s J 
Samuel ‘Rules’ 


FEB. 18, 2000 

CHARLIZE THERON AND BEN AFFLECK RECOUNTED 

FILMING THEIR LAMP-BREAKING, TABLE-SMASHING LOVE 
SCENE IN JOHN FRANKENHEIMER’S CHRISTMAS-SET CRIME 
CAPER REINDEER GAMES. “It wasn’t pretty,” says Theron. 
“We're falling all over the place. A lot of times we had 
no idea if the cameras were even rolling because the 
[crew] was laughing so hard.” “John didn’t want it to be 
glamorous,” Affleck adds, nodding in agreement. “He 
wanted it to be very raw. He had two cameras and he 
said, ‘Do whatever you want.” 
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JUST CAUSE STAR SEAN CONNERY TALKED ABOUT HIS 
EVOLVING CAREER. For Connery, the metamorphosis 
from youthful action hero to venerable film lion was 
so smooth he barely noticed it. “I think the fact that 
one’s hair disappeared early made it easier,” he offers. 
“| never had a ‘transition problem. I’ve always played 
older. | played Harrison Ford's father (in Indiana Jones 
and The Last Crusade) and Dustin Hoffman’s father 
(in Family Business). And this year, I’m going to be 65. 
I'm hardly going to get into a weight program and do 
Tarzan. | could have the best body sculpting in the 
world, but I’m never going to be James Bond again.” 
TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 


0 ‘ 


ALOOK AT OUR COVERS FROM 
THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14 


TAP YEAR TO READ 
ABOUT THE COVER STORY 


Enter 
THE CRYING GAME 


THE MOVIE EVERYONE'S TALKING ABOUT 


SUR OF THE CNG GM 


FEB. 12, 1993 

THE PRODUCERS OF THE CRYING GAME SHARED THE 
DIFFICULTIES OF MARKETING A MOVIE WITH A HUGE SECRET 
ATITS CENTER. Miramax sent a statement to reviewers 
asking them to keep the story's unexpected turns a 
secret. The critics cooperated when the film opened 

in New York and Los Angeles over Thanksgiving 
weekend—but, more significantly, so did moviegoers. 
The Sanctity of the Secret soon became a badge of 
good behavior among discerning viewers. “In the first 
weeks of the movie,” says Miramax’s [Harvey] 
Weinstein, “I went to the theater and said, ‘What 
happens in this movie? | heard there’s a big secret’ 
And people would be violent! They'd say, ‘I’m not going 
to ruin it for you—see it for yourself!” 
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C) : REBECCA DE MORNAY: THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE YEAR'S HOTTEST MOVIE 
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THE SENEST THOSOMES THAT EVER WERE (AND NEVER WERE) 


FEB. 14,1992 
EW’S LISA SCHWARZBAUM EXAMINED TV'S SEXIEST 
TWOSOMES, INCLUDING NORTHERN EXPOSURE’S MAGGIE 
(JANINE TURNER) AND JOEL (ROB MORROW). Now it’s the 
90s, and the best TV couples are the ones who are 
rethinking this whole couples thing. Whoa, say Al and 
Peg on Married...With Children and Jerry and Elaine on 
Seinfeld and Maggie and Joel on Northern Exposure 
and even Roseanne and Dan on Roseanne. Whoa. Let’s 
get real. Let's, like, admit that often people who love 
each other sometimes hate each other, too. 

TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 


